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Who married Catharine Princefs of 
France, and Widow of our great King 
Henry V; from which Marriage dc- 
fcended Henry VII. Henry VIII. Ed- 
ward VI. Queen Mary, and Queen 
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him the Surname of Tudor ; and from 
him likewife are defcended, by the eldeft 
Daughter of Henry VII. the prefent 
Royal Family of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland. 
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PREFACE. 



TTisa rule laid down by Ari/lotU and, 
-* tnoji other criticks, that a trage- 
dy t>r epic poem ought to be founded up- 
on feme piece of true biflory> and that m 
incident fkould be introduced^ which dm 
not arife naturally and probably from the 
chief Jubj eft. This rule has been obferved 
by moft of the old writers of romances y and 
our modern writers of novels are fhfeh- 
fible of its being juft, that even when the 
whole is, merely: the production of their own 
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vi PREFACE. 

fancy \ yet they pretend that it is a true 

hi/lory. 

*• - . . 

The author of the following novel has 
fo exactly followed this rule, that the 
foundation ffit is a piece of bifiory, well 
known to be true, and all the incidents 
are either true, or Juch as might be, and 
probably were in France believed to be 
true $ and every one of them arifes mojl 
naturally from bis chief fubjeSl. That 
it was wrote by a Frenchman, is very evi- 
dent from a mi/lake committed, in con* 
founding Henry the fourth's expedition 
into Scotland, /ban after the beginning of 
Ms reign, with the battle of Jlalidown- 
hill, where the Scottifh army met with a 
fgnal defeat, and their chief commander, 
the earl of Douglas, was aftttally made 
prifoner. 
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PREFACE, viS 

As to the Sfeafe of which Henry the 
fifth died, and the execution of Owen 
Tudor 9 they are not confirmed by an} of 
our biJiorianSy but then it is remarkable ; 
that our own bijlorians differ about the 
difeafe which put an end to the life of that 
great king $ and none of them have with 
any certain authority told us> what be- 
came of Owen Tudor after the death of 
queen Catharine * therefore it is proba~ 
tie, that both tkefe fails were founded 
upon traditions current among the people 
of France y and it feems to be certain 
that Owen Tudor was dead before 
Henry the fixtb took the reins of 
government into bis own bands $ for that 
king, who conferred Jucb high honours and 
fpecial favours upon the fons, would not 
probably have entirely negle&cd the fa~ 
thcr. 

i . As 
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As to Qwen*7udor bimfetf,or Owen 
Yideric, m bf was called in Prance, 
"Tudor in tit Webb language founding 
very hie *Tideric, IJhali not mtfr in- 
to an inquiry, whether be was Utfeatly 
defc ended of any of the old JBritiJh kings 
or princes, but it is certain, that be 
was defcended, at leq/f by a f emote 
branch, from Jbme of the old princes of 
Wales ; and as be had a fine perfoti, 
and was a well accomplijhed gentlema^ 
according to - aU accounts, it is probed 
hie, that he- was fent, while yet very 
ycung, by the Welch, who, under Owen 

Glendlwer, were then in what ' was cal- 
led a rebellion againjl Henry the fourth; 
fs their ambaffador, fir ft into Scotland, 
and afterwards to Frcfnce ; and by them 
not only impowered to affum'e the title, 
but enabled to fupport the charaSter of 

prince 




tREFAC E. 

frinc* of Wales, which gave him an 
opportunity- of often jecmg r tsnd troen 
*f contrasting, a 'familiaHty with the 
beautiful, princefs. Catharine, before fib 
was married to Henry the fifth. 

In his ambajjy at the court of France 
he fucceeded Jo well, that be prevailed 
op them to fend with him no left than 
,12,00b men to the ajjijlance of the Welch \ 
and this body of troops actually landed in 
Wales in the year 1405, but they reim- 
forked' again upon Henrfs marching *- 
gabrfl them, arid, as ufaal, kft their. 
friends the Welch fo Jhift for them* 
felves, With tbefe troops, or foon 
after them, Owen Tudor probably re* 
turned to France, to foUicit a new in* 
vafiorty but tht cfail broils in France^ 
prevented bis being ever able tofucceedi 

and it could not be till foine years after 

tbis t 
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this, that the love-intrigue between 
him and the prince f Catharine began*, 
for the battle of Jzincourt was not 
fought till near the end of the year 141 5 > 
therefore we mujl fuppofe, that the hero 
of this piece was a good deal older than 
bis mifirefs. 

However, there is nothing in the re^ 
fation that appears improbable ; or that 
is exprejfly contradicted by hiftory. On 
the contrary, the whole feems probable 
from the circumftances of affairs both in 
France and England at that time \ and 
this intrigue, with itsfeverah conferen- 
ces, feems to have been direSled by pro- 
vidence > for uniting the feveral forts of 
people that inhabit the ifiands of Britain 
^nd Ireland, by uniting in our prefent 

royal 



PREFACE. xi 

royal family the royal blood of every one 
~of them $ for the royal family of 
Scotland were certainly by Fergus the. 
firjl or fecond t defc ended from that of 
Ireland^ and the royal blood of the Sax- 
ons and Normans was united in Henry. 
II. king of England, and afterward*, 
united with that of the Welch in the, 
per/on of Henry the /event b, grandfon of 
this Owen Tudor, and from bimfurnam* 
ed Tudor, who by wifely marrying bis 
ejdfft daughter to the king of Scotland,, 
laid a foundation for uniting the two { 
royal families of England and Scotland 
in the per/on (f James tbefrjl ofEng* . 
land andfixtb of Scotland, 

Thus we may jujlly fay, that the roy< 
al families of the Britifh, Irijh, Scottijh, 
Saxon, and Norman people, are all u- 

niied 
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nitedin our frefent royal family $ and 
this Jkould fertie as a band of anion to all 
the inhabitants of the Ibrifijh dominions, 
which if duly regarded, and properly 
tfftfroved, might prevent our ever hav- 
ing caufe tcf fear an itwafkn from the 
Wrench, or any other power upon earth 5 
*nd indeed it is the only hand for uniting 
the hearts of thofe fever al forts of peo* 
pie, who informer ages have Jo often im- 
brued their hands in the bhodofone ano* 
tber yfor a principle of loyalty to ourfove- 
reign is the only principle that can be made 
to prevail over thofe popular and provin- 
cial prejudices which Jhbfft between nati- 
ons that have bk& long under feparate and 
dijlinB governments, confequently often 
at variance, and alvays treating one 

another 
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another with contempt, till united under 

cne monarchy who from interefi as well 
asjuftice is obliged to have an equal re- 
gard to each, and who is invejled with 
fujfkient power for manifefting that re* 

gard "without danger. 

It h this that hasfo thoroughly united 

m 

the different nations that now inhabit the 
kingdom of France ; and that makes a 
Norman, a Briton, a Gafcoon, or a 

Burgundian, as fond of the glory of the 
grand monarch as if be bad been born in 
the city oj Paris. It is this that makes 
it at kingdom Jo powerful, and Jo invul- 
per able; > and this union will now pro- 
bably ie preferred, as long as theyfre- 
ferve an hdijpuiable fuccejjion to their 

crown i 
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crown ; for the entbufiajlical dijputes 
about religion feem now to be fo much 
extinguijhed, that no Jet of priejts wilf 
"be able to prevail nqitb the people \ to fa- 
crifice their country to the introduction 
if any feSl of religion, different from 
that which is e/lablijhed by the fupreme 
tivil authority. 

\ * And as we have in this country a 
royal family \ in which is united the roy- 
al.blqod of every nation that now bears a 
•name in any part of our dominions , we 
•have certainly more reafon than the 
French to unite heartily with one a- 

mother y in proteSihg and . advancing 
4he glory of our monarch \for x tmlejs we 
ito this, we may probably foon become a 

pro- 
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province to France ; therefore I /ball 
conclude with praying, that all Britijb 
fubjefts may put an end to party-dif- 
tinSlions, and all heartily unite in loy- 
alty to the Britifh monarch, hicaufe in 
this they will always at loft find, that the 
true intereji of their country chiefly con- 
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TH E war which had la/led ma- 
ny centuries between the Eng- 
lifh and the Welch, was in all 
appearance extinguifhed, fince there 
was not the lead probability that the 
Welch could ever think of (haking off 
the Englifti yoke; when on a fudden 
Owen Tideric, one of their princes, 
who, they faid, was a defcendant of 
Cadwallader, king of the antient Britons, 

B undertook 
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undertook to remount the throne of 
his Anceftors. He found no difficulty 
to perfuade the Welch to take up arms, 
as they were fo exafperated again ft their 
new matters, that they were willing and 
ready to facrifice the laft drop of their 
blood to regain their former freedom. 

Tideric was overjoyed to find them 
in fuch a difpofition ; but did not judge 
it prudent to rely entirely upon their 
ftrength alone : He therefore fought the 
protedion of the kings of France and 
Scotland, both of whom promifed to 
aflift and fupport him in fo laudable a 
defign. 

Henry the fourth, who had juft 
been crown'd in England, no fboner got 
intelligence of this potent league formed 
again" him, than he prepared for war. 
For this purpofe he raifed an army of 
forty thoufand men, and revived to 
command in perfon. With this army 
he marched for Scotland, and met his 
enemies on the borders, where they had 

af- 
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affembled their army. Henry offered 
them batdijg^rhich they accepted ; but 
Fortune declared he rfe If again ft them. 

Tideric was obliged to betake 
himfelf to flight, and the Earl of Dou- 
glas, who commanded the Scottish ar- 
my, was amongft others made prifoncr. 

By this defeat the views of the prince 
of Wales were all difappointed : he too 
plainly faw, that he had no refource left 
but in the friendship of Charles VT # 
king of France; to whofe court he re- 
paired, and met with a more favourable 
reception from that monarch than he 
had reafon to expedt under his misfor- 
tunes. The nobility of that kingdom, 
in imitation of their prince, (hewed him 
all the refpedl due to his virtue and 
character. Their civilities and ca- 
refles were fufficient to have diffipated 
the anxiety he was in for the lols he 
had fuftained, if he could have been fen- 
fibly affedted with any thing but 
his defire of glory ; for it is a very dif- 
• ■'- B 2 iicult 
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ficult matter for great fouls born to com- 
mand, to find iatisfa&ion in any thing 
but dominion. This Prince preferred 
the crown of Wales beyond all the ho- 
nours paid him at Charles's court.; for 
which reafon he tried all the means he 
could fuggcft, to prevail with Charles to 
grant him fuccours. But France was 
no more what (he had been : Since that 
unfortunate accident which happened 
to her king, as you may read in her an- 
nals, that nation was fo torn to pieces by 
the jarring interefts of the princes of the 
blood, that it was with difficulty fhe 
could fupport herfelf. 

Tideric feeing how inconfiftent her 
inteftine divifions were with his intercft, 
could hardly bear his misfortunes with 
patience. But fate had ftill in referve 
for him new torments; for he could 
not have been truly (enfible what it was 
to|be compleady unhappy, if he had not 
felt the pangs of love, without the leaft 
fliadow of hope, 

Charles 
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Charles king of France had feve- 
ral children by his queen Ifabella of 
Bavaria ; and Catharine the youngeft 
of his daughters might juflly be faid to 
be one of the moft perfeft and moft 
beautiful ladies in the world : (he had 
fomething fo furprifingly engaging, that 
flic captivated the moment (lie was feen, 
and her behaviour had fuch charms as 
rendered it impoHlble for any man to 
guard his heart againft fo many tempta- 
tions. Her fhape was equal to her 
beauty; and in Ihort (he feem'd to have 
been form'd on purpofe for infpking 
the moft tender fentiments of Vamti* 

Tideric at firft looked upon 
her with admiration; but as his 
circumftances did not correfpond with 
fuch great views, his reafon had 
the afcendant for fome time. ■ 
The mind of this prince was as 
much taken up with his own misfor- 
tunes, as with the perfections of the 

B 3 princefs 
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princefs Catharine. Neverthelefs, he had 
a heart like other men'; and he muft 
have been a meer favage, to fee every 
day this princefs without being fenfibly 
afflfted. He became therefore more 
thoughtful than ufual, or rather he was 
icized with fuch a foft but unquiet ab- 
fence of mind, as generally happens to 
thofe who begin to indulge, any violent 
paffion. Perceiving this alteration in 
his temper, he was a little uneafy, but 
d:d not trouble himfelffo much about it 
as he would have done, had he known 
the real caufe : however, he could not 
help making fome reflections on the 
defire he had to render himfelf agreea* 
ble to the princefs. Yet . in this, like- 
■wife he even endeavoured as^ir were to 
deceive himfelf. • ■ " - r -, F 

f m 

' And indeed Catharine had (hewn 
him fo many inftanefcs of? her goodnefs, 
vt$ gave- him rtyfoti to fapjtofeithat his 
tare to render; her all the* little forvscos 
In his power, proceeded Iront & juA 
ienfe of gratitude, jfrther than from love* 

But 
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But we know w"hat 4ffe&s great 
obligations producte ; for iho' they 
are grafted deep in grateful tninds, 
ytt all things' have their bounds'; and 
it is eafy to diftinguifh between thofe 
effe&s which proCeed from love, and 
thofe which proceed from gratitude a- 
lone. 

Tidfric did not remain long in this 
trior : The ardent defire he had to be 
wherever Catharine was, convinced him, 
that this was not owing to civility only, 
but that-foniething very extraordinary 
muft baVe tiau fed thofe fentiments of 
flenderpefs? which- he could not account 
fei\ -, ■" •■- 

1 

'■.■■•■ 
• These reflexions fhook his foul 
with apprchenfions at the confequence9 
(hat might happen : He therefore re- 
folved t£ ftifle thispaffion in itt birth, 
and to let nothing efcape his imagination 
that could reprefent to him the fatal 
eff&ts of fuch a dangerous purfuit. 

B 4 But 
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But there are none but thofe who never 
had that truly noble paffion of being 
-really infpiredwith love, that will believe, 
fuch a refolution could j hold. e 

For it is with love as with birds en- 
ihared, the more they flutter to extricate 
themfelves, the fafter they are fixed. 

Tideric in this particular was not 
more fortunate than they, for all the rea- 
fons he fummoned to his afliftance for 
defending himfelf again ft this his darling 
paflion, riveted his love the ftronger. 
Catharine's charms prefented themfelves 
in fuch crowds to his mind, and he was 
fo agreeably delighted t wiih the perfec- 
tions of that princefs, that he began to 
triumph in his weaknefs. It was his 
greateft pleafure to be in her prefence ; 
he forgot, when he was near her, all re- 
membrance of bis misfortunes ; his on- 
ly care was to appear before her in the 
moil agreeable manner he could think 
of. 

He 
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He was no longer the fame Tideric; 
ambition and glory, which had been the 
infcparable companions of his mind, gave 
place to more foft and tender paffions, 
which with lovers have as many charms- 
as the moil glorious crowns. " But-* 
what— (would hefometimes fay to him- 
felf) doft thou think, what thou art about ? 
what road thou art in ? Is this the way 
that conquerors (hew thee how to over* 
come thine enemies ? O fhamc ! to think 
only of pleafures, when thy whole ftudy 
ihould be to regain thy throne. What 
joy will it give Henry when he is told, 
thy greateft delight is to live in bondage, 
when thou fhouldft think only of the 
means to enable thee to get out of it ? ,f 
Then in a moment he would anfwer 
himfelf thus : " Thy defires are rea- 
fonable, none will condemn thee. Is 
there not as much wifdom in them as 
weaknefs ? Examine it ferioufly. Is if 
not natural to feek aid from our neigh- 
bours, when we cannot help ourfelves ? 
and where wilt thpu find affiftance but 

Bj in 
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in allying thyfelf with Charles, if thy 
good fortune will but favour thee with 
$tccefs. 

' These thoughts were not fo well 
eftablifhed in his mind as to free him 
From thofe difquictudes which difturbed 
Jiim : This often caufedhinito refledt on 
the greatnefs of Catharine's, and-his own 
fituation i for^he was : notf fb blinded by 
felf-Jbve as'not to fee, that had h6 pof- 
fefled ten (fuch provinces as (hat he- had 
toft'by the* ill fuccefs of his arms, they 
would be fcarce fufficient to entitle 'him 
to fo great a princefs ; therefore he de» 
termined to endure the torments of his 
yiolerit pafflon with as much fecrecy as 
jpoffible. 

As there is nothing more affiidting 
'than love without hope, it is not eafy to 
imagine the pitious condition he was re- 
duced to. He often rcfolved to leave 
" # Jhe. French court, but to what part of 
the world he fhould retire, in his diftref- 
: ?ed ccfodition^ without endangering the 
*W : ^ fccurity 
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itcurity of bis perfqn, was not pofliblft 
for him to determine ; therefore he wa^ 
obliged through meer neceflity to re- 
gain where he "was. 

'The extraordinary melancholy 
which opprefled him was perceived by 
the whole court ; but as the fituation of 
his affairs was publickly known to be fo 
very bad, none attributed it to any o- 
ther caufe, as not having the leaft fufpi- 
cion of what really afflidted his mind* 
They therefore endeavoured to entertain 
him with all the diversions that could 
be thought of. Even Catharine herfelf, 
who felt fome favourable fentiments 
for the prince, which (he had not as 
yet been fcnfible of for any other per- 
("on, could not refrain from telling him, 
that he ought not to allow him lei f to 
be fo much affii&ed by the accidents of 
fortune i becaufe it was daily feen, that 
there was nothing fo inconiiftent, and 
that we (houid tonfider that (he was. 

■ 

often extravagant in the diftiibution of 
her favours to thofe (he had the mo- 

B 6 met* 
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ment before oppreffed with her greateft 
feverities. 

Ti p e r i c anfwered the princefs as was 
fuitable to her obliging remonftrance •, 
but having refolved not to difcover the 
fecrets of his foul, he contented himfelf 
with taking notice in general, that his 
forrows proceeded from another caufe 
than that which (he imagined ; and that 
the more we find ourfelves poflefled 
with great defigns, the greater muft be 
the affliction to behold them at fuch a 
diftance as leaves no foundation for 
hopes. 

Altho* their converfation did not 
continue long, it inflamed Tideric's 
wounds ; it began alfo to have ftiange 
effects on Catharine's mind, for as pity 
begets tender fentiments, this princefs 
indulged them without thinking her 
concern any other than what proceeded 
from Tideric's misfortunes, after be- 
coming fenfible of his merit. 

- This 
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This prince was poflefled of fuch a- 
miable qualities as were furprifingly en- 
;aging ; befides, being exceedingly 
landfome in his perfon, he had that 
fweet mild temper, which infinuatcs it- 
felf into the heart more than the moft 
brilliant wit. 

The princefs, in her turn, became 
penfive; and if Tideric had taken that 
opportunity of declaring his paliion, it 
is certain (he would have heard him 
with pleafure, and the unfortunate 
prince muft have met with fo kind a 
reception as would have been a great 
confolation to him in his diftrefs. But 
he could not flatter himfelf fo far as to 
venture upon a difcovery of that fort ; 
therefore he contented himfelf with ex-* 
preffing his love only by his afliduity ; 
which, neverthelefs, the princefs put a 
juft value upon, and 'tis a queftion which 
was greateft, Tideric's love, or Catha- 
rine's gratitude. 

But 
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. FuT their 'manner of pfoCeeding gn- 
creafed their ufthappinefs ; and in fhort 
without tailing the fwect&of love,. they 
would probably have longiendqred ftll itk 
pangs* bad hot the king: ?f Eogkifct 
^ied^^nd by; means. of j what happen^ 
afterwards* given them occ^jqh to; d j£ 
cover their fentiments to each other. 



: This king: being dead, Henry V. 
bis fen, fdcceeded> -who applied 
himfelf ^t firft to thofe things which 
were, immediately -, necefiary for pre- 
fer ving the peace of his fuhje&s ; and af- 
ter having eftablifhed,the doraeftici tran- 
quillity of his kingdofisV his next refi>» 
lution was, tq declare war ag&inft France,, 
Qr fettle a .peace with her upon a firm 
and Rafting foundation. For this pur- 
gofe He fent amtfciTadors. to Charles, in- 
qrder to adjuft thofe differences which 
had fubfiftcd during' the whole reign of 
jhe late .Itipg hisLfether ; and at the 
fame time his ambafladors were inftruft- 
td to demand Catharine in marriage. 
.' . : / These 
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* TH<^i«ipbaj^q^;«ere;noi fooncr 
arrived. at Paris, ti»an ill .Qte.wsorld knew 
the purport of their errand, Tideric 
was terribly alar taedi at it, acid thfc prin- 
cefs wa» fo afHifted* thgt flie could-riot 
conceal? her averfiontp fych a marriage* 
Her concern was & great, that flic. Wat 
inceffantly in tears, which was perceiv- 
ed by all about her. 

. A s one day Tideric went to .vifit 
the princefs, he found hef upon her 
couch, and funk in matchlefs forrow. 
Approaching towards her with the 
higheft refped, he faid, «' What; 
madam, cart caufe fo great an al* 
teration ? Thofe fine eyes hive chofea 
an improper feafon to be drowned in 
tears,' -when they ought to appear 
with more darting; lufter, after hav* 
ing made : fo glorious a conquefh 
it k true,. < madam, that alL the 
crowns on earth have nothing equal to 
your merit ; but a kingdom has fome 
..-..'. .charms* 



« • 
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charms, and a princefs, without dero- 
gating from her ambition, might con- 
tent herfelf with that of England." 

" If IrefemblcdTideric,anfwered the 
princefs coldly, I am fcnfible I fhould 
refign every thing to ambition, and not 
embarafs myfelf with the attachments 
we ought to have for thofe who have a 
right to our afFe&ions. But as I am 
made after a different manner, I may 
have different fentiments, and perhaps 
mine.——" 

" Ah madam! faid the prince, in* 
terrupting her, can you impofe fo far 
on your underftanding, to have fuch 
thoughts ? How little do you know Ti- 
deric, to imagine that his only paflion 
is to reign ? I own that there was a 
time when I was all ambition, but 
there happens great alterations in life; 
and it is very difficult, amidft fo many 
beauties as are at the court of France, 
to have no paflion but for glory ; or 

rather not to forget that paflion entire- 
ty 
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ly when once the heart is inflam'd with 
a pafiion for a lovely objeft." 

" Indeed you furprize me, replied 
the princefs ; I fhould never have fuf- 
pedled you to be in love." 

" We often miftake people, anfwer- 
ed Tideric, but I will keep you no 
longer in fufpence, and I am perfuaded 
you'll own that I am much more to be 
pitied than you imagine. You know, 
madam, that my misfortune in war o- 
bliged me to leek the king your father's 
protedtibn. I no fooner arrived here, 
but I found what I had never met with 
elfewhere. The men appeared to me 
extremely courteous and humane, and 
the ladies, to my fancy, did every thing 
with fuch an unaffected air and grace, 
as confirmed me in the opinion ,^that true 
politenefs was no where to be found but 
in France. I made it my bufinefs to 
ftudy the manners of people here as near 
as pofiible, that I might have a model 

by 
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by which I ihould regulate my futurebe- 
haviour. But how dangerous is it to con- 
fider clofely a deferving object ! I happen- 
ed to fee a certain Lady, whofd charms 
*avi(hed my very foul; andiwho toolc 
that inftant poffeflion of my heart. Ex- 
cufe me, madam, if I do not attempt 
to defcribe her admirable beautieV, My 
heart may to itfelf, but nothing*elle can 
exprdfs her inchanting perfections. I fhall 
only aflure you, in (hort, that no. lady 
ever had a finer perfon, or a more beau- 
tiful mind ; and as there is not one in, 
the world more accomplished than (he, 
{6 never was a pafiion more tender and 
refpedtfiil than mine." 

■ * '»■■»,■• 

< Tub prince became filent after this- 
4eclafatioi**; andthepriaeefs, yrhoJoy-i 
ed him too much^not to be fired with* 
jealoufy at iuch an acknowledgment^ 
fefolving to • find out her rival, /aid tot 
him,: -". I^Aaittly fce; J Tidef ic, .how .difoi 
oraet you* aire, for yotf have acquainted 

» ::■*■■ me. 
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f * 

me with your miftfefs's perfections y but 
you conceal her name and your fuccefs.'* 

f u What you fuppofe, madam, is 
hot the reafon (anfwered Tideric) why 
I do not relate the whole. I have 
learned .to know myfclf, and that is fuf- 
ficient to prevent my ever attempting ta 
proceed farther with regard to the lady 

I have 'been . fpeaking of.- In fhoit 

her merit is fo great, and Tideric's fo 
fma'l, that I believe he can never mif- 
take himfelf fo far as to dare to reveal 
liis pafiion to her/' 

cc Sure (replied Catharine, who 
wanted to draw a declaration frorp him) 

jp nj? qqirc fo ievere . f a •refejrve from a 
prince^. For my part h »fi v { tfynfc of 
&ny that mould lay'hjm under any, fuel) 
^ftraiot." ^ , . 

' "Jl-apinbt, ma^am^ replied ^iderigi 
pf your'opinion ; I know but too wej\ 



r; 
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a lady" to whom a great deal more is 
due." 

€< What mean you by a great deal 
more ? " faid the princefs. 

€€ I chufe, madam, (anfwered Ti- 
deric) that my love fhould become 
known to her by my a&ions, rather 
than words.— -And I (hall think my- 
felf happy if ever I can, by a moft re- 
fpedtful behaviour, engage that beauti- 
ful perfon to pity my cruel deftiny." 

The princef?, who had not hitherto 
imagined Frederic pointed at her, began 
now to fufpedt herfelf to be the perfon ; 
and being defirous to have the matter 
cleared up, " Prince, faid (he, your 
manner of reafoning is not very juft ; 
I fhould take other meafures were I in 
your place ; for a lover who underftands 
how to touch the heart of his miftrefs by 
his filence, can never difoblige her by 
declaring his paflion, when he knows 

how 



Tideric Prince of Wales. 21 

how to do it in a manner polite and 
genteel.' ' 

" I doubt much, madam, replied the 
prince, your being in earneft upon this 
head 5 and you might poffibly be very 
much embarafled were fuch an affair to 
happen to yourfelf." 

These expreflions confirmed ftili 
more the princefs in her fufpicions; 
- however, fhe refolved to put an end to 
all doubts, therefore (he refumed the 
difcourfe, and faid, " Tideric, I fee you 
do not know me, for I never fay what 
I do not think; and the averfion I have 
publickly (hewn again ft this marriage 
that is propofed to the king my father, 
ought to convince you that I am an e- 
nemy to all kind of difiimulation." 

This acknowledgement of the prin- 
cefs made Tideric alter his defign of con- 
cealing the object of his love. He faw 
he fhould never have a more favourable 
opportunity of declaring himfelf, and 

em- 
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embracing this, which fortune prefent- 
ed him with. 

cc Then, madam,fays he, I muft l?c- 
lieve you; befides, the pain I endure is id 
great, that I can contain myfelf no longer, 
I muft confefs my prefumption, but.J 
muft at the fame time acknowledge, that 
I adore you. None but the princefs jCa- 
tharine could touch theheartofthe prince 
of Wales. Yes, madam, his heart.hag 
ever been infenfible for all but you.. Suich 
is my unhappy fate, that I live to fee eve- 
ry thing torn from me by a king of Eng- 
land. Let him enjoy the fruits of my 
defeat, but let him not deprive me of 
the fight of my amiable princefs." 

~ Tideric ftopt here, but explained 
the reft by fo much love and paffibn in 
his eyes, that Catharine could give no 
attention to the feeble voice of an ex* 
piring pride, which endeavoured to 
difguife the fentiments of her heart; 
She made him comprehend her thoughts 
by her looks. But being at length over- 

v ' i come, 
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come, V, Alas I why did you not fpeak 
fooner ? what made you delay difco- 
vering what would have been fo agree- 
able to me at another time? Yes, 
prince, I would have heard you wil- 
lingly, and I fhould not now perhaps 
have fo great, an antipathy to this Eng- 
lifh alliance had I never known you. 
But take care not to put any con ft ruc- 
tions to my disadvantage upon on ac- 
knowledgement fo fin cere. Make what 
ufe you can of it to break off this in- 
tended marriage ; follicit your friends ; 
do your utmoft to put a (lop to the 
progrefs of an alliance which mud ren- 
der my life miferable, if it fucceeds." 

" Ah ! madam, (anfwered Tideric) 
how happy do you make me by fuch 
a generous inftance of your good- 
nefs.— — But this happineis will be of 
fmall duration by the many obftaclcs I 
forefee : for what can I do upon this 
occafion? You are fenfible that the 
houfe of Orleans -hath at this time 
the better of that of Burgundy, ^ to 

which 
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which I have attached myfelf ; and 
that I have not the leaft intereft with 
thofe who have now the conducting of 
ftate affairs. But have not you, ma- 
dam, of yourfelf power fufficient to re- 
fufe agreeing to that which is a gain ft 
your inclinations -, and muft you aflc 
afliftancc from a perfon who experts 
every thing from you ? " 

« 

cc What would you have me do ? 
replied the prin^efs ; are not you e- 
nough acquainted with the duty ex- 
pected from a perfon of my rank, to 
know the incapacity I am under ? No, 
Tideric, expedt nothing farther from 
me; I have an efteem for you, and 
fomething more ; but if it be refolved 
on, I (hall let myfelf be conducted a 
facrifice to the altar 5 for I had rather 
it fhould be faid, that Catharine is un- 
happy, than that (he has been deficient 
in her duty. 

Well, madam, replied Tideric, 
you are refolv'd then I fhould die 5 you 

fhall 
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(hall b£ obeyed. It is the only refource 
I have left in my misfortunes." c< Do 
not add to my oppreflion ; (anfwered 
the princefs) it is cruel to augment the 
anguifti and anxiety I am under. Try 
rather, if you love me, what you can do 
for my relief. Love is fruitful in in- 
trigues, for attaining its end. Nothing 
is impoffible with him that truly loves." 



OHAP, II. 

HERE ended the converfation of 
thefe two lovers : they parted 
extremely well fatisfied with one ano- 
ther, but with very little hopes of bet- 
ter fortune. However, Tideric got it 
whifper'd among the courtiers, that the 
marriage propofed by Henry with Ca- 
tharine, was not only difadvantageous, 
but difhonourable to France j that 
Henry was the -ion but of an ufurper ; 
that tho' the houfe of York had been 
ftript of the crown, it was ftill powerful 
enough to have a fair chance for re* 

C mount- 
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mourning the throne ; and in (hort, that 
the laft words of Henry to his fon {hould 
make him think of restoring to others 
their right, rather than to form ridicul- 
ous projetf s, fuch as that he had now 
propofcd by his amhafladorSt 

Discou rs»s like thefe were in every 
body's mouth, I cwnot % whether 
they had any efFedt on the council, or 
whether the demands of the Englifli 
appear'd unreafop^ble, but the confe- 
quence was, that the ambaffadors re- 
turned to England without concluding 
any thing* 

It would be very difficult to exprefi 
the joy and fatisfadtion our lovers con-* 
ceived at this unexpected fuccefe, fince 
they took care to conceal it from all 
but themfelves. Such was their hap- 
py ftate, and they began to bury all 
(heir pafifed uneafineft in jnutual profef- 
fionsof love, when fuddenly they fa w 
themfelves expofed more than ever to 
the cruelties of Fortune, 

Henry, 
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Henry, incenfed at the refufal of 
Catharine, raifed a numerous army, 
with which he croffed the feas, and 
landed in Normandy. This province 
he laid wafte with fire and fword ; and 
after befieging fome places, which he 
carried, he marched towards Calais, 
where happened the famous battle of 
Azincourt, of which he reaped the 
whole advantage. After that victory 
he ravaged all Picardy, and laid fiege 
to the city of Rouen, which it was not 
doubted he would foon be mafter of. 

Those who then had the adminiftra- 
tiori of the affairs of France, being fur- 
prized at the rapid progrefs of his arms, 
thought it high time to put a flop to this 
prince's conquefts ; and after many de- 
bates, it was refolved, in o^der to appeafc 
the conqueror, and fave the kingdom, to 
fend ambaffadors to his camp, and fue 
for peace, with an offer of Catharine in 
marriage, the confequence of which was 

C 2 the 
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the appointment of a conference be- 
tween the two kings in Mulan-park. 

What a thunderbolt was this to diir 
Ipver?, as appeared vifibly in the counte- 
nance of hsth. . Tideric, as foon as he 
faw Catharine, began to exclaim, " O ! 
my princefs, muft I then this day Jofc 
you for ever ! has my cruel Fate given 
me only this fliort refpite, that I might 
more intimately know the ineftimable 
^orth of her whom fhe had defigned 
for another ? Why did you not con- 
tinue cruel 5 or rather, why are you 
jkind but by halves ? How can you 
love tenderly, as you fay, and refolve 
thus to abandon the object of your 
love ? " 

cc Ah, Tideric ! fpare me a little, 
replied the princefs j my tprments are 
too violent, and your reproaches too un* 
juft for me to bear. My grief is of itfelf 
infuppor table. Let us be unhappy, 
fince Heaven decrees it ; but don't let 
p§ ourfelves contribute t<? the forfeiture 

of 
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of thatefteem wc have for one another; 
you by propofing what is inconfiftenc 
with my honour, and I by hearing you 
with patience. I have fo great an in- 
clination to liften to you, that I ought 
to fufpedt my own ftrength ; and I have 
fo often pleafed myfelf with thinking on 
the fatisfadlion I (hould have in living 
with you, that I dread the honors 1 
fhall be furrounded with in living with 
any other. Inftead of making me reflecft 
upon what I (hall be expofed to, rather 
arnft me to overcome myfelf. Believe 
me, prince, upon this occafion I am 
truly to be pitied ; for I have alea. y 
called all my virtue to my afliltance, 
yet ftill I fland in need of help, in o - 
der to triumph over my weaknefc." 

I own, madam, (faid the prince) 
your fentiments add to the veneration 
I have for you : they are fuch as could 
proceed from none but the mod gene- 
rous princefs that ever was ; but you 
will allow, that if my foul be not fo 
great, it may at leaft be more tender 

C 3 than 
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than your's. — — I am in the wrong to 
prefs you fomuch, for it fuits ill with 
a prince who has nothing but hopes for 
his lot, to defire a princels to reject the 
offer of a crown. A crown, madam, 
has unconceiveablc charms, and indeed 
it would be but of fmall value, could it 
te fuppofed, that a lady would rejedfc it, 
to follow the fortune of Tideric." 

These words he pronounced with 
fuch coldnefs, that the princefi plainly 
perceived he was become jealous. This 
unhappy paffion ftie wanted to remove $ 
and looking upon him with a tender 
concern, faid, <f Of what, prince, do 
you fuff e& me ? have I given you any 
fuch inftance of my ambition, that you 
fhould thus exprefs yourfelf ? Banifh 
far f\ om you thefe thoughts, if you have 
the leaft regard for your own repofe * 
and if you will endeavour to preferve 
mine, make ufe of all your art to defeat 
the fuccefs of what is to be treated of 
at this interview between the two kings. 
You may do fototthibg, apd you are in 

fo 
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fo good terms with the houfe of Bur- 
gundy, which hath now reaffumed the 
government of the ftate, as to hope for 
fuccefs by its afliftance." 

These words rcftored confidence to 
the prince, who threw himfelf at Ca- 
tharine's feet, and faid, " Pardon, ma- 
dam, an unhappy lover, who is diiira^- 
cd by his misfortunes ; and believe it to 
be exceeding difficult to be fo tranfport- 
ed with love, without being touched 
with a little jealoufy. Yes, my dear 
charming princefs, I will go inflantly 
and employ all the friends 1 have, to 
prevent this fatal marriage ; and where 
my own happincis is fo deeply concern- 
ed, you muft be convinced I can forget 
nothing that may contribute to its never 
being thought of more." 

He left the princefs diredtly, and 
going to the duke of Burgundy, found 
that prince more afflifted at France's 
misfortunes than moft people imagined. 
Upon finding him refolvcd to contrive 

C 4 all 



32 The LIFE of 

all the means that could be thought of 
for its prefervation, u I heartily rejoice, 
my lord, (faid Tideric) to find you en- 
tertaining fuch great and fatisfadtory 
defigns. I now doubt not in the leaft 
but that the kingdom may be faved, 
fince you have undertaken her defence. 
But remember that no time is to be loft, 
to prevent fuch an odious treaty, which 
the king's misfortunes may poffibly 
oblige him to fubmit to ; and if once 
concluded, what remedy is there ? - or 
how can France be raifed to her for- 
mer glory ? M i 

<c Your highnefs is in the right; 
(anfwered the duke of Burgundy) but 
there are many things to be fettled be- 
fore I can be in a condition to aft as I 
could wifh." 

" Where is the difficulty? (faid 
Tideric) for if you were but reconciled 
with the Dauphin, could you not unite 
your forces to make head againft the 
common enemy of your country ?" 

« Yes ; 



k 
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" Yes ; (anfwered the duke) but 
the great difficulty is, how to bring that 
about." 

" If you think proper, (replied Ti- 
deric) I will endeavour it ; and I am 
pcrfuaded I (hall find lefs difficulty than 
you imagine." 

c< You will oblige me very much, 
(anfwered the duke) and I fhall always 
be ready to do whatever is confident 
with my honour and duty." 

Tideric took leave dijre&ly of the 
duke of Burgundy, and went to the 
Dauphin's, in whom he found the fame 
difpofition he had left the duke in. He 
took that opportunity to reconcile 
them, in appearance, and thus obtained 
a fufpence of his own misfortunes, at 
leaf): for fome time. 

The reconciliation of thefc two 
princes gave France fome hopes $ but 

C 5 as 
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as a fufpenfion of arms had been agreed 
en, and a perfonat conference of the two 
kings appointed to be held, aa before 
mentioned, in Mulan-park, in order the 
more to facilitate a peace, this could not 
be prevented 5 and as the diftrefs of 
France would be a ftrong argument on 
one fide, not to rejeft any reafonabie 
terms and the ardent defire with which 
Henry might probably be inflamed 
by a fight of Catharine's amiable per- 
fon, would on his fide be as ftrong an 
argument not to propofe any thing that 
was unreafonable* it was to be feared, 
that even the duke of Burgundy, with 
all his intereft, would not be able to 
p event the conclufion of a peace, and 
the immediate celebration of the intend- 
ed marriage. 
* 
This continued the anxiety of our 
two lovers ; and while they were un- 
der this torture, the two kings met at 
the place appointed, attended by their 
refpeftive courts. The queen followed, 
as had been agreed on, with her daugh- 
ter 
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ter the princefs Catharine ; who could 
find no excufe for not attending hef 
mother, without railing fufpicions that 
might be injurious to her character. 

The Englifh could not help looking 
upon her with admiration ; and there 
was but very few that efcaped feeling 
the dangerous confequence of fo near a 
view of fo amiable and accomplifh'd a 
princefs. But amongft all thofe who 
exprefled their forprize at fo exquifite 
a beauty, no one was more fcnfibly 
touched than the duke of Glocefter. 

This prince was the king of Eng- 
land's brother, and by his rank at court 
had the mod confiderablc (hare in the ma- 
nagement and diredion of date- affairs. 
He no fooner beheld Catharine, than 
he became tranfported with her charm?, 
and refolved to impart to her his paffion 5 
but as that princefs's marriage was to 
be one of the firft articles to be fettled 
by this treaty, he thought there was no 
time to be loft, therefore he took* the 

C 6 firft 
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firft opportunity tp wait upon the queen, 
where he was fure of feeing the princefs.; 
and fortune gave him an opportunity of 
fpeaking to her without danger of being 
overheard by any, . 

" It is fo difficult a matter* madam, 
to fee you, ((aid the duke of Glocefter) 
without being deeply fmitten, that I 
can't think you'll be much furprized 
when I tell you, that you fee a prince 
who is abfolutely at your difpofaL It is 
not by a number of words that I (hall 
, pretend to prove this, but my adtions 
will convince you of the reality of my 
intentions, beyond all the (peeches and 
proteftations I can make. Therefore, 
madam, qbnfider well, in what manner 
you think proper to employ me 5 and 
believe, that I have intereft enough at 
the conference which is to be held this 
day, to turn matters on which fide I 
pleafe." 

The princeft was fp furprized at fuch 
an unexpe&ed compliment, which (he 
really did not well comprehend, that it 

caufed 
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caufed ber to remain filent fome time, 
not knowing what anfwer to return. 
But having recovered herfelf, (he faid, 
c< Sir, nothing can be more obliging 
than you are. It is not common for 
enemies to offer to turn their arms a- 
gainft themfelves ; but, however, yoq 
are in no danger upon that head, for I 
am not fuch a perfon as would make 
ufe of thefe civilities at your expencc, 
by feeking the advantage of my country 
in any adtion that would in the Icaft 
tarnifh your glory." 

I plainly fee, madam > (replied the 
duke) that I have not expreffed myfelf 
clearly enough to be undcrftood. It is 
not in favour of the king your father 
that I make you this offer, nor does it 
relate to the intereft of my prince's 
crown, but to that of his heart. There 
is, I believe, nooccafion for any further 
explanation. Confult yourfelf with re- 
gard to the intereft of your own, and if 
the inclinations Henry hath for your 
peifon are not agreeable, make no fcru- 

ple 
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pie to difcover your mind to me> fince 
it is in my power to do you fome fer- 
vice. A prince who woold lay down 
his life to contribute any thing towards 
your fiitisfaftion, will not find great 
difficulty to fet afide what poffibly 
you may think, would render you un- 
happy/' 

ct I am much more obliged to you than 
I thought, (replied the prince fs) fince 
you now apply to me alone thofe com- 
pliments, which I imagined related to 

others as well as me. But, Sir, were 

my inclinations contrary to the alliance 
which is to be treated of this day, you 
are fenfible it would be indecent in me 
to let them appear ; for a princefs born 
as I am, ought with plcafure to facrifice 
herfelf for the good of the ftate." 

Take care, madam, (faid the duke 
of Glocefter) that you do not deceive 
yourfelf, by embracing the fhadow in- 
stead of the fubftance of virtue. I know 
very well, that when we have once 

chofen, 
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chofen, and are fixed, we oaght to fuf- 
fcr any thing rather than retreat $ but 
when nothing has been refolved on, the 
cafe is auite different. We may furely, 
before things are brought to a conclusi- 
on, rcfufc complying with what might 
make us unhappy the reft of our days. 

There is nothing (replied Catharine) 
but what ought to be agreeable to a 
princefs ; for the heart of perfons of that 
rank fhould be of the fame nature with 
wax, ready to receive fuch impreflioy 
as their fovereign may judge neceflary 
for the advantage and grandeur of his 
crown/' 

These, madam, are fine fentiments, 
(anfwered the duke) but fate will fome- 
times fet itfelf in oppofition to fuch ge- 
nerofity : for as fate infpires us with 
love, or with avcrfion, at its pleafure, 
fo do we often conceive a hatred for 
what is defign'd, and an inclination for 
what is deny'd us. It would therefore 
be much better, madam, to make your-' 
4 felf 
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felf miftrefs of your own fortune, with- 
out affedting the appearance of any ex- 
traordinary degree of felf- resignation ; 
which you may do this day, if you 
pleafc to make ufe of the afliftance offer- 
ed you, for preventing, for what I 
know, your being made unhappy/' 

cc What ! (faid Catharine) have I 
nothing, Sir, to anfwer for but appear- 
ances ?— -and can a princefs be eafy 
in her own mind, while fhe has any 
tubing to reproach herfelf with ?'* 

" In fine, madam, (faid the duke) 
I plainly fee, that I cannot convince you 
by any rcafons I can offer j and that 
you may as eafily triumph over my un- 
derstanding as you have already tri- 
umphed over my heart. But refled: 
a little upon what I have faid, and 
think it not a trifling matter, becaufe 
upon what you now refolve on depends 
your being either happy or unhappy 
the remainder of your life/* 

The 
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The duke then took his leave in 
the moft refpedtful manner, and retired 
to his camp, leaving Catharine in the 
deepeft meditation upon what he had 
laid to her. She confidered what in- 
ducement he could have to fpeak in the 
manner he did, and concluded, that it 
proceeded from fome little efleem he 
might have for her. She found herfelf 
9 extremely perplexed how to determine 
upon this occafion. For on one fide it 
would have given her great pleafure, to 
find, that nothing fucceeded at the con- 
ference 5 and, on the other, (he was 
defirous to avoid all opportunities of be* 
ing in any fhape obliged to the duke of 
Glocefter* becaufe it would lay her un- 
der an obligation to (hew him that com- 
plaifance, which he would naturally 
expeft, when he found he could render 
himfelf ferviceable to her. At laft (he 
determined not to truft to her own opi- 
nion, but prefently wrote a full account 
of the converfation (he had with the 
duke, to her beloved Tidcric, whom 
the French policy had obliged to 

remain 
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remain at Park, left bis prefence might 
have furnifhed the Englifti with a 
plaufible pretence for breaking off the 
conferences. 

Tidxric had reafon to be pleafed 
with Catharine's conduct : however, he 
could not help being a little touched 
with jealoufy, bat by his reafon he foon 
got the better of that chimera; and 
not only advifed the princefs to make 
ufe of the duke's offer, but even not to 
be fparing in her intrcatics, if {he found 
it needful, to prevail with him to break 
off the conference, from which they 
had both fo much to fear. 

Catharine made no hesitation, af- 
ter having received Tideric's confent, 
but refolved, within herfelf, the next 
vifit (he {hould receive from the duke,, 
to declare her fentiments freely to him ♦ 

In the mean time the duke of Glo- 
ceftcr could not fo eafily determine 
how he was to aft, as the princefs Ca- 
tharine 
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tharine had done; for tho' fhe had 
dropt no expreffion that could enable 
him to penetrate her private fentiments; 
yet he fuppofed, that her rejecting 
what he had offered, proceeded from 
her ambition, rather than from any in- 
clination Hie had for the king his bro- 
ther. He then began to confider what 
might be moil agreeable to himfelf, 
whether (he fhould marry the young 
prince his brother, or that he fhould 
contrive methods for preventing the 
marriage ; and his firft refolution was, 
to leave the affair to take its own courfe, 
becaufe he thought it would be better 
for him to fee Catharine the wife of his 
brother, than to leave her in France, 
where he fhould never fee her more. 
But as we ufualiy never defpair, whilft 
there is the haft foundation for hope, 
the duke came immediately to a refo- 
lution directly contrary to that he had 
formed the moment before* He con- 
fidered, that his view to the crown was 
not very remote, and joining a great deal 
of love to a little ambition, he began to 

fancy 
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fancy that he might hope for the enjoy- 
ment of her whom he was going to a* 
bandon to another, in cafe he fuffered 
the conferences to proceed any further. 

This confideration was of itfelf Ef- 
ficient for determining him as to the 
part he was to aft ; and tho" in this he 
regarded more his own intereft than 
that of the princefs, yet neverthelefe 
he refolvcd to make a merit of it with 
her i and going to pay her a vifir, af- 
ter the compliments ufual among per- 
fons of fuch rank, " Well, madam, 
fays he, are you of the fame opinion as 
when I faw you laft, and do you ftill 
thihk, that in order to preferve a cha- 
racter, we are always obliged to do 
what is quite contrary to our inclinati- 
on ? You have had time to think of it, 
and pardon me, if I tell you, madam, 
that with the gifts nature has fo bounti- 
fully beftowed on you, it would be 
downright obftinacy to continue in the 
the fame way of thinking/* 



cc 



How 



Tideric Prince of Wales, 45 



« 



How preffing you are I (replied 
the princefs) and cannot you fee one 
refolve to do what duty prefcribes, 
without making them refled: upon what 
it will coil them ? I was going to con- 
form myfelf to what I thought my 
duty, without confidering the confe- 
quences ; and Catharine had never 
known what it was to difcover to any 
one her inclinations, if a prince had 
not in fuch a civil and obliging manner 
perfuaded her, that once in our lives it 
was necefiary for our future repofe, to 
have a will of our own." 

u Yes, madam, it is I who now tell 
it you again, (anfwered the duke) and 
I thank heaven for having opened your 
eyes with regard to an affair of fuch im- 
portance as that now in queftion. 
Confider what misfortunes you are go- 
ing to expofe yourfelf to, by purfuing a 
falfe notio:i of honour; and how much 
you mud have regreted your being 
yourfelf the caufe of all your fuffer- 

ings. 
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ings. When a princefs endued with 
£o much fpirit and good fcnfe as you 
are blefled with, is (breed into a marriage 
founded upon nothing but political 
views, how much is (he to be pitied ? 
How much do I condemn the conduct 
of die great princes of this world, who, 
without confulting their inclination, 
daily facrifice themfelves to fome weak 
reafon of ftate ? How much do they 
over-rate that vain glory they refolved 
to acquire at the expence of their love ? 
and how often do they feel a bitter re- 
mbrfe, for having deprived themfelves 
of thofe fweet enjoyments that are to 
be found in an union of hearts. Ah ! 
madam, is there a fling more fevere 
than that of a fecret and felf reproach ? 
And when we are in our fenfes, and 
have our difcretion about us, is there 
any thing we ought to covet more than 
that extatick pleafure which is to be 
found only in a fincere and mutual 
paffion ? '[ 
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" Ol my lord, (replied the prlnceft) 
do not, I pray, let us enter too deep op- 
en this fubjett $ I (hould be afraid 
of coming off with canfufion. For 
one reafon that may be of my fide, 
there are fo many others that would 
make the world disapprove my conduft, 
that I (hould perhaps be the firft to con- 
demn myfelf. We ought not to think 
too much upon what we are prompted 
to by inclination rather than duty * and 
the way to return foon to our duty is, 
to be convinced, that we forfook it with 
a very bad grace/' 

Madam, (fays the duke) I do not at 
all diftruft the jufticc of my caufe ; for 
I could vindicate it again ft the whole 
world. But I (hall talk no more of it ; 
only I mud beg of ydu to confider, that 
my conduct with regard to my fovereign 
ought not to be fo much blamed as per- 
haps it will ; fince the rules of duty and 
the ties of blood are to be counted as no- 
thing, when one has been deeply (truck 

by 
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by eyes fo killing as yours. Yes, ma- 
dam, it is they that are to direct the ne- 
gotiation at the conference ; and if the 
duke of Glocefter had never feen them, 
he would have had no other thought 
than that of facilitating areafonable ac- 
commodation, in order to prevent thofe 
{(reams of blood that ajre going to flow 
from this rupture/ 9 

<c O, for God's fake, my lord, (cries 
the princefs) leave the affair to take its 
courfe, rather than that I fhould be the 
caufe of fo many misfortunes/' 

<c It is not to you, madam, (anfwers 
the duke) that the diforders which are a- 
bout to enfue, ought to be imputed. 
The duke of Glocefter will have the 
great eft {hare in it : It is his love that is 
going. to be the caufe pf events that will 
fet Europe in a gaze • and his paffion is 
of itfelf fufficient to produce thofe great 
effects, tho' you had never given your 
confent." 
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" I withdraw it ; (cries the princefs) 
I fhould chufe to pafs my whole life in 
torment, mther than allow, that fo many 
creatures fhould be made unhappy, oa 
account of any one's love forme." 

cc I wifli to God, (anfwers the prince) 
that you felt as much for the duke of 
Glocefter, as you feel for thofe you do 
not know"; and that what I now fufFer 
in reality, raifed your compaffion as 
much, as the fufferings of others, which 
are as yet but in imagination. How 
heartily fhould I expofe myfelf to the 
moft cruel torments, how well fhould 
I think myfelf recompenfed, could the 
princefs Catharine but one day fay, It is 
for me that the duke of Glocefter has 
facrificed his country ; he would *al- 
ways have had the fame regard for the 
intereft of his king, as for that of his 
own, had he never fallen in love with 
me. — But I am in the wrong, madam, 
to think of recompence before I have 
done any thing to deferve it ; and I 
fhould be inexcusable if it were not that 

D my 
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my imagination prevents the fervices I 
intend to render you, and the idea pre- 
fents itfelf in fuch a lively manner to 
my mind, that I fancy I have already 
laid you under an obligation of making 
fome acknowledgment to me." 

After thefe words he was filent, 
and his filence embarafled the princefs, 
who had not yet thought of an anfwer. 
But after recolle&ing herfelfa little, (he 
/poke thus: " Your having done me 
all the fervices you talk of, is not necef- 
fary, my lord, for making me fenfible 
how much I am obliged to you ; and 
from the polite manner in which you 
have already treated me, I fliould be 
guilty of the utmoft ingratitude, did I 
not acknowledge the great obligations 
I am under towards you. Time will 
furnifh me with the means of fhewing 
my thankfulnefs ; and till then, believe 
me, my lord, that I am not by nature 
inclined to forget the favours I have re- 
ceived." 

The 



T i d e r i c Prince of Wales. 5 1 

The duke thanked the princefs for 
the teftimonies (he gave him of her 
goodnefs, and after adding a thoufand 
pretty things concerning his paffion, he 
took his leave, in order to go about put- 
ting in execution what he had promi- 
fed her ; And he took care to negleft 
nothing that was neceffary for the pur- 
pofe ; for he managed fo artfully the 
minds of thofe he had to do with, that 
the Englifh added fuch a number of 
new demands, to thofe they had already 
made at the beginning of the congrefs, 
that it was entirely broke up. Both 
parties then began to prepare for all 
forts of hoftilities allowed of in war ; 
and the duke of Glocefter, after hav- 
ing paid a vifit to the princefs, and made 
new proteftations of his love, followed 
the court of his fovereign. 
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CHAP. III. 

TI D E R I C and the princefs hav- 
ing been thus delivered from the 
apprehenfions which thefe long negoti- 
ations had thrown them into, they be- 
gan to confider of the moft proper mea- 
sures for guarding againft future 5 and 
after the moft mature deliberation, they 
both concluded, that in order to have 
nothing more to fear, it was neceflary 
to try every methcd for getting their de- 
fign approved of. They agreed at laft 
upon what was proper to be done for 
fecuring fuccefs j and it was refolved, 
that Tideric fhould ufe all his art for 
getting into the good graces of madam 
de Giac, a lady who had a great afcen- 
dant over the duke of Burgundy, and 
to whom the Dauphin likewife made 
his addreffes fecretly. 

Tidf.ric found no great difficulty 
in gaining the favour of this lady j but 

ihe 
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fhe judged it as yet iir proper to menti- 
on the affair of his love, as (he thought, 
that whilft the kingdom was every 
where in fiich confufion, it was a time 
very unfit for a nuptial ceremony j and 
(he was in the right; for what would 
the people have thought of giving a new 
provocation to the king of England ? 
Would it not have been faid to be a 
defign to fet the whole kingdom of 
France in a flame, which it was too 
much already, to marry Catharine to 
another, after having refufed her to a 
prince whofe love had perhaps contri- 
buted more than his ambition to the 
prefent war ? Madam de Giac brought 
even Tideric himfelf over to her fenti- 
ments; and (he promifed him, that 
whilft (he had any credit at court, no- 
thing prejudicial to his intereft fhould 
be refolved on. 

These aflurances gave the prince 
fome confolation ; and he apprifed Ca- 
tharine of every thing that had pafled 
between him and that lady. They 

D 3 were 
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were both fatisfied, as they faw it was 
then impoflible to do better ; but the 
little rcpofe they enjoyed was foon in- 
terrupted by great troubles. Tideric, 
who continued to vifit madam de Giac, 
and to negleft nothing that might ttf- 
tify his attachment to her, foon overact- 
ed his part, at leaft in the imagination 
of Catharine ; and her jealoufy was in- 
creafed by fome bufy talebearer?, who 
allured her that Tideuc .was in Jove 
with that lady; and that he was not 
difappointed, for that {he was as fond 
of him as he could be of her. 

These reports had as great an effeft 
as could be expe&ed -> and as that princefs 
moil tenderly loved Tideric, (he high- 
ly refented his fuppofed infidelity. Ti- 
deric foon perceived that (he had fome- 
thing at heart, and having nothing to 
reproach himftlf with, he accofted her 
with that open countenance which is 
the conftant companion of a clear con- 
ference. 

u What 
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c< What, madam, fays he, does not 
fortune load us with affii&ions enough, 
and while fhe lets us enjoy fome fort of 
eafe, muft we contribute to render 
ourfelves unhippy ? Whence comes this 
change which I fee in the countenance 
of my princefs ? and does fhe not know, 
that Tideric cannot fee there the leaft 
fign of grief, without feeling at the fame 
time the molt cruel fit of forrow? " 

He faid no more ; and he had not 
the leaft expectation of any reproach, 
when the princefs looking fternly at 
him, faid, €c Do you yet pretend to de- 
ceive me ? and do you think that I am 
not enough acquainted with your per- 
fidy to diftruft whatever you can, fay ? " 

<c What, madam ! (replies Tideric) 
Does my princefs accufe me ? Can Hie 
fufpeft my being deficient in any thing 
I owe to my love ? Ah 1 madam, (con- 
tinues he) there is no more comfort 
for me. To have difpleafed you but 

D 4 once 



56 The LIFE of 

once in my life, is enough to deprive 
me for ever of joy/' 

These words which he pronounced 
ii the mod tender manner, gave Ca- 
tharine a good deal of pain ; and as fhe 
wifhed to find that he could juftify him- 
fclf, fhe refolved to give him an oppor- 
tunity; therefore, refuming the dif- 
courfe, fhe faH, c< What, piince, I am 
in the wrong then, am I ? and can you 
pretend you have any great love for 
me, when you leave me for madam de 
Giac ? Is it not her that is the caufe 
of your almoft thinking no more of a 
princefs, who, if fhe had been allowed, 
would have facrificed every thing to 
follow you ; and yet neverthelefs to 
me there feems to be fome difference 
between her and me : Any one who 
had the leaft tendernefs in his heart, 
would put a very great difference be- 
tween a coquet tifh lady, and a princefs 
who knows not what it is to be artful." 

Tjderjc 
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Tideric had fome difficulty to pre- 
vent his interrupting the princefs; but 
finding (lie had done, " What, madam, 
(fays he, in a furprize) I love madam de 
Giac! upon what, I beg of you, could , 
you found fuch a fufpicion ? Have I a 
thought but for my princefs ; and the 
indifference which people fee I have for 
the reft of the fex, is it not a proof that 
you are the fole and whole miftrefs of 
my foul ? Was it not you, madam, 
that obliged me to vifit madam de Giac? 
and fuppofing you were not in my eyes 
the moll beautiful princefs the world 
ever beheld, do you think I could in- 
dulge a paffion for a lady whom I know 
to be other wife engaged, or that Tideric 
would not be proud enough to difda'n a 
heart which he muft holdinpartnerfhip 
with the duke of Burgundy ? 

" The condudt of princes (replies 
Catharine) is often guided by a little 
love and a great deal of policy; and, to 
moil people, that feems founded on 

D 5 true 
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true love, which at bottom is nothing 
but ambition/' 

" Banish, madam, (fays Tideric) 
that thought from your breaft : No one 
can anfwer with greater confidence up- 
on that head than I can,. I have a juft 
fenfe of your high birth ; but if I fuf- 
pedted, that you would entertain the 
addrefles of any other, I fhould value 
you as nothing : In the levity of your 
mind, I fhould find an effectual cure for 
the deepeft wound received from the 
beauties of your perfon." 

<c Why then (replies the princefs) 
fhould you blame me, for finding fault 
with your intriguing with two ladies at 
a time ? or why fhould not I upon this 
head be as delicate as you ? '* 

€C Ah ! madam, (anfwers the prince) 
do ycu think the wounds you have 
given me are not dangerous enough,, 
without adding poifon to them ? Have 
not I told you, that I fhould never have 

2 vifitcd 
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vifited madam de Giac, if you bad not 
given me your orders ? And if you as 
well as I had not thought, that (he 
might be ufeful to us in our affair, you 
know that I fhould never have thought 
of paying her a vifit. But fince you 
are feeking a breach with me upon fo 
frivolous a pretence as this, I (hall leave 
you to judge from the confequences 
what was my concern with that 
lady." 

c< I am not feeking (fays the prin- 
cefs, interrupting him) to break with 
you : I am fo far from defiling to find . 
you guilty, that nothing could give me 
greater joy than to be convinced of your 
innocence. 1 ' 

They faid, befides, a thoufand foft 
things to one another, and in fhort they 
came at laft to a hearty reconciliation, 
fo that they parted as much fatisficd 
with each other as they had ever been 
before. However, the prince refolved 
to pay no more vifits to the lady who 

D 6 had 
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had been the caufe of their quarrel ; 
and he perfifted fo long in this refoluti- 
on, that he feemed to have a prefenti- 
ment of the misfortune that was to 
happen to him from that quarter. But 
the princefs foon repented of having in- 
terrupted a correfpondence fo neceffary 
for their defigns. She was the firft to 
beg of the prince to renew it ; and it 
was not till after it had like to have oc- 
cafioned a new quarrel, that the prince 
would confent to renew his vifits to 
madam de Giac. 

In a few days after, he went and paid 
her a vifit ; and it required no long 
time to regain the place he had former- 
ly had in her eftcem. She even placed 
a greater confidence in him than £he 
had ever done before ; and as he had 
concealed from her nothing of what 
he had mod at heart, fhe refolved to do 
the fime by him : She even imparted 
to him the afFe&ion (he had for the 
duke of Burgundy. Tideric with plea- 
fure took part in this intrigue $ believ- 
ing 
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ing it to be the beft method for oblig- 
ing both thefe lovers to take the more 
care of his affairs. He was often of 
great fervice in the little fquabbles that 
happened between them ; and the duke 
of Burgundy, not to be behind hand 
with his friend, took alfo great care to 
be of fervice to him with the princefs 
Catharine ; and when occafion offered, 
he did all he could to perfuade that 
princefs, that he would always, to the 
utmoft of his power, endeavour to pre- 
vent any thing being done that might 
be of prejudice to their views of love. 

They all lived in a fweet enough 
tranquillity, when that curfed paflion 
which had already oceafioned fo much 
uneafinefs to our lover?, complcated 
the ruin of their hopes. Madam de 
Giac mod tenderly oved the duke ; 
and as it is eflential to j.a'oufy to be a- 
larmed at every fhadow, this lady fan- 
cied that the duke had an affcttion for 
the countefs de Foix, and of courfe fup- 
pofed, that every little civility he (hew- 
ed 
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ed to that lady, was a proof of his love. 
She even imagined, that he had no long- 
er any thing but a coldnefs for her ; 
and it is impoflible to defcribe what 
ravages thefe thoughts made in her 
mind. At laft fhe became moft furi- 
oufly jealous; and, thinking that the 
duke ought to facrifice every thing for 
her, fhe treated him with fuch haughti- 
nefs, that the unhappy lover, after fuf- 
fering many infults, was obliged to for- 
fake her, without having ever been able 
to learn the caufe of his misfortune. 

• 
Tideric had no fooner intimation 

of what paSed, than he endeavoured to 
reconcile them; but he found them on 
both fides fo exafperated againft each 
other, that when he fpoke of the affair 
to the duke, he could draw from him 
no more than that madam de Giac was 
an ingrate, and from that lady he re- 
turned as little fatisfied, for [fhe would 
give him nothing for anfwer, but that 
he did not know his f iend, who was 
downright a traitor. He tried to foften 

their 
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their paffion, but in this he had as lit- 
tle fucccfs, fo that he was obliged' to 
leave them both to themfelves, without 
having learned any thing more than 
that they were both extremely inraged. 

However, as he was not ignorant 
of what frequently happens between 
lovers, he was not much furprized at all 
this : He believed, that a few days 
would put an end to their difference ; 
and that it was beft to give them time 
of themfelves to recover that tendcrnefs 
they had formerly had for each other. 
He neglefted not to fee them daily; 
but he avoided talking to them any 
more of their conteft ; as he thought 
that a tete a t£te convention would o- 
perate more towards a reconciliation, 
than all that he could fay to them. 

Thus matters flood for fome days, 
and Tideric beginning to apprehend 
that it Would be more difficult to adjuft 
them, than he at fir ft imagined;* and that 
this difference, if it continued, might 

' : be 
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be of the moft fatal confequence to 
him and the princefs Catharine, he did 
not think it proper to let thefe two 
lovers accuftom themfelves to this cold- 
nefs ; and he refolved the fooner to try 
what could be done, as he knew that 
the duke and he were that very evening 
to fet out upon* a little progrefs. For 
this reafon he went dire&ly to wait on 
madam de Giac, and accofting her 
with the moft lively pidlure of grief in 
his countenance, " Well, madam, (fays 
he) will you always continue to afflift 
your friends? and iiippofing you fhould 
have no regard for them, can you any 
longer behold the fufferings of a prince 
whom your cruelty has reduced to de- 
fpair? The duke of Burgundy is no 
more himfelf : He may pretend as much 
as he will to affedt a falfe gaiety : 
Through all his conftraints we may 
read the pangs of his heart ; and one 
may foon fee that he cannot be at eafe, 
unlefs you alter your conduit in regard 
to him." 

2 You 
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" You arc miftaken, my lord, (an- 
fwers madam de Giac) the dukch not fo 
tender hearted as you imagine : After 
having offended me in fo crue!a manner, 
. f.e if he has madefo much as one ftep to- 
wards appealing me : Were you in the 
place of a lady, what would you think 
of a lover who, upon any mifunderftand- 
ing, fliould hold you at the flafPs end, 
With refpeel to the ceremony of making 
the firft fubmiflion ? ° 

c< I fhould think, madam, (replies 
Tideric) that fuch a lover was moft 
paffionately fond of me, and that not 
being able to endure my having wrong- 
fully accufed him, he could not bear 
coming to a vindication, which is gene- 
rally a fign of guilt." 

" You fpend your time in vain, 
my lord ; (anfwers madam de Giac) 
and whatever pains you may take to 
juftify your friend, you cannot perfuade 
me that he loves me, iince after having 

pro- 
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promifed me never more to fee madam 
de Foix, he neverthelefs continues to 
vifit herewith more afliduity than ever." 

u Ah ! madam, (replies Tideric) 
is this all the crime the duke his been 
guilty of? How, do you think, can 
he avoid thofe civilities which a lady 
of her quality has a right to exped ? 
and befides, are they not due to the at- 
tachment which that lady's fpoufe has 
always fhewn for the inter eft of the 
duke?" 

" Does he owe nothing to me, (an- 
fwers madam de Giac) who have done 
more for him than either the houfe of 
Foix, or my own ? Monfieur and ma- 
dam de Foix have attached themfelves 
to the duke of Burgundy, becaufe they 
found their account in it ; but for me, 
I have facrificed the friendfhip of fny 
hufband, and even what I owed to my 
own chara&er, for the fake of attaching 
myfelf to his perfon alone." 



cc 
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I know, madam, (replied Tideric) 
that the duke is obliged to you $ but I 
alfo know, that he is far from being 
backward in acknowledging it ; and if 
you (hould come to an explanation wiih 
him upon that fubjeft, you would be 
the firft to acknowledge, that you have 
very improperly taken the alarm. Try 
only, if what I fay be true, and you 
w;ll find that you have no fooner made 
one ftep than the duke will make two/ • , 

" What ! (cries madam de Giac) 
muft I make the firft advance ? Tru- 
ly, my lord, I always hitherto took you 
for mv friend, but now I do not know 
what to think, you have juft given me 
fuch an advice as ought to make me 
doubt it extremely. ,, 

" I have told you, madam, (anfwers 
the prince coldly) what I fhould do my- 
felf were I in your place. You know 
that if we will entertain a correfpon- 
dence with people, .we muft generally 
become a little tradable, and accommo- 
date 
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date ourft-lves to their humours. You 
are well enough acquainted wiih the 
duke of Burgundy to know, that he 
cannot eafily bring himfelf to fubmit, 
when he thinks he has reafon of his 
fide. In this affair he is perfuaded 
that you are to blame ; and you are 
thereupon to confider what part to 
aft." 

r " What a cruel thing it is to be in 
love ; (cries madam de Giac) and mult 
we for pleafures which confiftonly in the 
imagination, fubmit to be controlled in 
our will ? Well then, my prince, I muft 
believe you, and I will difclaim nothing 
of what you may think proper to fay 
as from me, to the duke of Burgundy, 
upon the progrefs you are to make with 
him." 

m 

" That is not enough, madam, 
(fays Tideric) you ought to write to 
him ; for' a lover does not always give 
credit even to his friend in what he 
may fay to him as from his miftrefs ; 

and 
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and when any little broil happens be- 
tween them, he is fufpicious of every 
thing that may be faid upon that head. 
He often imagines that people conceal 
from him his misfortune ; and however 
circumftantial they may be, if they 
have nothing in writing to fupport what 
they fay, it perfuades him much more 
of the friendfhip of him who fpeaks to 
him, than of the fincerity of her who 
was the caufe of his torment." 

<c You defire too much, my prince, 
(anfwers madam de Giac) and to make 
ufe of your own terms, do you fhew 
yourfelf a little tradable ? Confider 
that what I have already done, is for a 
lady, as much as {he ought to do." 

<c I agree with you, madam, (replies 
Tideric) but fince you have already 
gained lb far on yourfelf, do not ftop, 
I beg, madam, at what remains, which 
is but a meer trifle. Do not refufe ths 
fathfadtion to the duke of Burgundy 
who adores you." 

Talk 
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(t Talk no more of it, my prince, 
(cries madam de Giac.) You ought 
not to defire of your friends any thing 
more than what I have done. If peo- 
ple are reafonable, I have done enough $ 
and it is from their own conduft alone 
they can expeft any other marks of my 
complaifance." 

Tideric made ftill fome more ef- 
forts to bring her to what he defired, 
but finding it was all in vain, he took 
his leave, after having begged of her to 
reflect upon what he had faid. He was 
fcarcely got out of the houfe, when fhe 
began to meditate upon it, and (he foon 
repented of her haughtinefs. She even 
began to confider, that princes would 
nbt be treated like thofe of inferior 
rank ; and that none ought to engage 
themfelves in an intrigue with perfons 
of that rank, if they were not refolved 
to bear with a thoufand little conceits, 
which they were free from in other en- 
gagements. 

These 
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These confiderations had a greater 
effedt upon her mind thin all that Ti- 
deric had faid to her. She immediate- 
ly called for pen, ink, and paper ; and- 
had but juft fealed her letter, when that 
prince's fecretary, who had been told 
that his matter was at her houfe, came 
thither in fearch of him. Madam de 
Giac happened by chance at that in- 
flant to look out at the window, and 
feeing him,^afked, who that gentleman 
was. Upon being informed that he 
belonged to Tideric, (lie ordered to call 
him up to her 3 and as fhe was impa- 
tient for Tideric's having her letter, 
without dire&ing it, fhe gave it to his 
fecretary to ta:ry to him. 

The fxretary went prefently to the 
hotel where his mafter lodged, and not 
finding him there, hciuppofed he ihould 
hear of him at the princefs .Catharine's. 
He foun.l her juft flopping into her 
coach, r.nd was going to retire ; but fhe 
knowing tli.it ha belonged to Tideric, 

and 



r 
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and perceiving that he was in fearch of 
fome one, ordered him to be called, 
and afked him, who it was he wanted. 
The fecretary without fcruple told her, 
he wanted his mailer, and that he had 
fomething to tell him, and likewife a 
a letter to deliver to him from madam 
de. Giac. 

These laft words pierced the heart 
of the princefs : She that moment felt 
all the fire of jealoufy which that lady 
had before occafioned, rekindle in her 
breaft ; and being refolved to difcover 
whether it was well founded or no* 
" Let me have that letter, (fays fhe to 
the fecretary.) Your matter is not now 
here ; he is juft fet out with the duke 
of Burgundy, and I will take care he 
{hall, have it by a courier that is to be 
fent after them. There it is, madam ; 
(anfwers the fecretary) and in putting it 
into her hand, he told her, that (he 
would free him from a great anxiety, 
as he could not carry it himfelf, without 

putting 
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putting off a journey he was ordered 
upon about his matter's bufmcfs. 

The princefstook care to let nothing 
of what (he had at heart appear. She 
$ven would not return to her apartment* 
for fear of railing fome fofpicion about 
this letter; and having Shortened her 
devotions at the church (he was going 
to, fhe returned home, where (he was 
no fooner arrived, than fhe {hut herfelf 
up in her clofet, and pulling this fatal 
letter out of her pocket, {he opened it, 
and read as follows : 

My Prince; 

If fa be extremely jealous , be afign of 
being infinitely in love y there is nothing 
can come near to that of mine. But who 
can prevent having afufpicion, when there 
iifo much grounafor it at you have given 
me? Who is /he that would pardon the 
affe&ion you Jo plainly Jbew for another ? m 
JDo not pretend to fariify me with politi- 
cal reafbns, which fome have already en- 

£ deavoured 
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deavoured to pafs upon me. That is a 
coin which will not pafs with fb clear- 
fighted a lover as I am. I know the dif- 
ference between attachments of policy and 
thofe of love ; and when I am convinced 
that you have none of the latter but with 
me, you Jhall find me what heretofore 1 
ever was, 

Tour mofl faithful^ 

And conflant admirer. 



CHAP. IV, 

THIS letter being without any 
direction, had aim oft made the 
poor princefs die of grief. She did not 
in the lead doubt but that it was defign- 
ed for Tideric j and feeling her heart 
torn to pieces by the rage of jealoufy, 
<c What, Tideric ! (cries ftie in an in- 
fant) Is this the return &ou mak'ft for 
that fincere love I had for thee ? Thofe 
teftimonies which thou waft fo preffin* 
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to give me of thine, were they cruelly 
defigned for nothing but the more to 
deceive me ? Is this, perfidious ! the 
fruit of the promifes thou haft made 
me ? and what is become of thofe oaths 
which thou didft render agreeable to 
me by a thoufand aflurances never to 
ceafe loving me ? Ungrateful (nan ! 
I do not define thee to confider how 
much any other in thy place would have 
thought himfelf obliged to me. I d&» 
fire only to convince thee by the ten- 
dernefs of that heart which thou haft 
deceived, and which fhall make thee 
confefi, that thou haft behaved like 
the moft villanous of men/ 9 

She faid no more, but by the fettled 
iadnefs in her countenance one might 
have feen, that by thefe complaints her 
grief was no way afiwaged. She pre- 
tended to be taken ill, in order that (he 
might not be interrupted ; and then a- 
gain (he renewed her complaints againft 
jtjje unhappy Tideric. 

E s But 
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But if this letter made fuch an im- 
oreffion upon the mind of the tender- 
hearted princefs, (he? was no; the only 
one it made undergo; the mod cruel 
torments. Madam de Giac being igno- 
rant ofihe fate of her letter, expedted an ■ 
anfwer from day to day, and every lit- 
tle noife "flic heard in her antichamber 
•the Sieved to be a courier from the 
4uke of JJurgundy. It was (bine time 
before; (lie could let herfelf believe that 
he had entirely forlaken her, But 
finding at lafl, that lhe had no anfwer 
tfrpjn him, fhe no longer doubted of his 
inconftancy,.. and (he became fo con- 
firmed in her fufpicion, that fhe grew 
'quite mad with jealoufy. She com- 
plained full as bitterly againfl the duke, 
«? the princefs had done againfl Tideric \ 
but (he did. not flop there y for as (he 
fchpiight (he had more than ordinary 
grounds of complaint againfl her lover $ 
and as to thefe ihe added her refent- 
ment of this mark of contempt, which 
fhe thought he had upon this lad oc- 
- ; fl * cafion 
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cation pat upon Tier, (he let her revenge 
tranfport her into fentiments quite in* 
confident with the character of a woman* 
in love ; and as (he found a moft extras- 
ordinary pleafure in thefe fentknetitv 
flie foon formed a defign as extraordi- 
nary for fatisfying her revenge. 

It is true, the love (he had formerly 
had for the duke often recurred to her 
thoughts, and feemed fometimes to re* 
proach her with the fatal refolution (he 
had taken againft him j but rn fhort 
thefe reflexions had but little effect; and 
the thoughts of what he had lately 
committed getting the better^ thofe 
dying fparks of love which ftill remain- 
ed, (he no longer gave ear to any thing 
but her refentment. % ' 

■ * • 

In the mean time the Dauphin was 
informed of the mifunderftanding that? 
had happened between thefe two lovers; 
He was glad to take advantage of their 
fquabble, and to fucceed in it with the 
more eafe, he took care to ha\fe Ifttbfcd 

E 3 fecret 
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fecret interviews with madam de Giac* 
Thefe two foon fell into the lame way 
of thinking j for the Dauphin thought 
he had reafon to wifh the duke no good, 
and beiides took umbrage at the too 
great power he was poflefled of 5 and 
he made no difficulty in opening his., 
mind to madam de Giac, and hinting 
to her what a pleafure it would be to 
him to find an opportunity for revcng-, 
ing himfelf. 

This conformity in their paffions 
produced a moft Arid: union between 
them. They focn rcfplved upon the 
deftru&Ion of (hat prince, and thought 
no more but of the methods of execut- 
ing the more eafily their defign. In. 
this they found great difficulty ; but the 
duke himfelf opened them a way. He 
was ftill as much in love with madam 
de Giac as ever, and not being able 
to bear any longer the impatience he 
was under, for feeing her again, he 
thought tyeft to pverlook any failings 
(he tw^ been guilty of with refpedt to 

him. 
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^ e wrote her a letter, in which 
re/fed hi s paflion in (b warm a 

" would have made arty other 
r their way of thinking $ hut 
erfuaded of the prince's in- 

*~-tiat (he did not Jo much as 




I '< ^* upon what had palled be- 

[ ^^Sr . **** the duke. However, 
C ^ t^ letter over and over again > 

I rjj2± $ " ^ at *^ at P art °f ** where he 
No. of Seat l>er to come and fee him, 

s ^ perfidious wretch ! (fays 
V\ go to fee thee as thou de- 
it (halt be to imitate, and 
njyfelf of thy treachery.'* 

fently fcnt and defired the 
o meet her at their ufuai 
dezvou?, when* they had any 
immunicate to one another y 
t prince did not fail to do f 

*&m "•« n ^ c ^* a€ delivering into hi* 

hands the letter (he had received froo* 
the duke, (aid thus : " My lord, there's 
a fine opportunity for catching the trai- 
tor. I C1U ^ com pty w kk ^ s requeft^ 

E 4 I 



80 The L I F E of 

I muft go to fee? him, I know how to 
diflemble with him as well as he has 
done with me. Yes, my lord, {conti- 
nues (he) I can keep fuch a guard upon 
myfelf, that he (hall not have the leaft 
giound to fufpedt what I have at heart ; 
and when we are together, it is your 
bufine/s to find fome pretence for draw- 
ing hra to what place you think con- 
venient. I will manage it fo as that he 
fha'il of himfelf fall into the trap ; and 
even tho' he Should have, a thoufand 
piefages of what is to happen to him, 
I know how to fet him above all fear i 
and thus without much trouble, J fljaU 
put you in a way of getting rid of any 
uneafinefs he can ever give you*" 

\ 

9 

This treachery at firft appeared, hor- 
rible to the Dauphin ; he bore indeed 
no good will towards the duke of Bui> 
gtmdy ; but he thought there was too 
iauch bafenefs in this way of revenging 
himfelf ; and it is 'Certain he had never 
approved of it, if he had had to do with 
none but this lady; but fhe got her 

fcheme 
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fcheme enforced by thofe fhe knew to 
have the greateft influence over his mind. 
They fet before his eyes, in the ftrong- 
eft light, the ambition of the duke of 
Burgundy, and the defign he had al- 
ways appeared to have of rendering 
himfelf fupreme. Then they made him 
recolledt the murder of the duke of Or- 
leans, and the. carrying off the* queen 
while (he was at Tours ; and they 
made him believe, that all the duke's 
adtions tended to nothing le& than that of 
fecuring to himfelf the crown. In fhort 
they knew fo well how to come upon 
his blind fide, that he let himfelf be 
drawn in to whatever they had a miud. 

It was therefore refolved, that while 
madam de Giac fhould be with the 
duke, the Dauphin fhould caufe pro 
pofe to him an interview, under colour 
of its being for the good of the publick, 
and that they fhould take that opportUT 
nity to rid themfelvesofhitfu JNofoont 
er was this refolved on than that lady 
fet out upon her yifit to the duke, wjb£ 

E 5 received 
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received hertnoft tenderly"; and with* 
out reproaching her in the leaft, he re- 
ftored her to the fame place in his heart 
fhe had before enjoyed. Madam de 
Giac therefore refolved on her part to 
avoid any fort of explanation, and to the 
duke's misfortune £he faid not a word to 
him of the letter which (he imagined 
he had received by the hands of Ti- 
deric; for had fhe difcoveied that he 
had not been guilty of that negledt, 
which had filled her heart with fo much 
rage, it is not to be prefumed, that (he 
would have perfifted in fuch a cruel re- 
folution ; but as (he made no fuch dis- 
covery, fhe looked upon the duke's 
making no excufe for that negled as a 
new infult, which inflamed afrefh her 
rcfentment. 

Two days after, there arrived a cou- 
rier from the Dauphin, as had beeri 
concerted ; and upon opening the pac- 
ket, the duke found, that the Dauphin 
defired a conference with him at Mon- 
V&Bftaii, which gave him a good deal of 
Y* ' uneafi- 
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uneafinefs, as he was under fome diffi- 
culty what anfwer to return ; for tho* 
he was well enough difpofed to grant 
what was afked, in hopes that it might 
fome way contribute to the good of the 
publick, yet neverthelefs he had his fears, 
as he was confeious of having often given 
the Dauphin caufe not to be fatisfied 
with his conduit. He therefore thought 
it inconfiftent with difcretion to truft 
himfelf in the hands of that prince ; but 
madam de Giac came at the nick of 
time to difiipate his apprehenfions. 

She reprefented to him, that he 
would be anfweraWe for all the misfor- 
tunes that might happen to France, if 
upon Chimerical fufpicions he refufed 
an interview that mignt be of fo much 
fervice to the publick ; and moreover, 
that he was in the wrong to diftruft the 
Dauphin's word of honour, who having, 
fincerely reconciled himfelf to him, 
might perhaps break off all future cor- 
refpondence, when he found he had to 
do with a prince fo fufpiciaus*. Thefe 

£ 6 realuoa 
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reafons had greater weight than all that 
were given him for taking care to guard 
again ft the refentment of the Dauphin ; 
therefore he difpatched a courier to that 
prince, to acquaint him, that he would 
not fail being at Monfcereau-Faut-yonne 
the day appointed. 

In fhort, it being impoflible for him 
to avoid w his deftiny> he went thither ac- 
companied by a few guards $ but the 
journey proved fatal to him, for he was 
killed by the Dauphin's people, juft as 
he alighted in order to go and pay his 
refpedts to the Dauphin, who waited 
for him upon the bridge. 

The death of the duke of Burgundy 
was a furprize to the whole kingdom of 
France. The Dauphin was generally, 
and by every one, charged with the 
murder ; and by the great commotions 
upon that occafion, he foon faw how 
dearly he would be made to pay, for 
having followed fuch wicked counfels. 
Madam de Giac was in raptures for hav- 
\ ing 
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jtng fucceeded fo well in her revenge ; 
but the unhappy Tideric, who forefow 
the neceffary confequences of that acci- 
dent, was no fooner informed of it than 
he bemoaned it in the mod grievous 
manner. He had never quitted the 
duke of Burgundy, until that prince fet 
out upon his journey to Montereau $ and 
he took that opportunity to go to vifit 
the princefs, to whom he had wrote two 
letters, without receiving any anfwer. 
He cojjld not comprehend from whence 
this happened $ and refolving to know 
the caufe^ he repaired to her apartment, 
the moment he arrived at Troyes, where 
the court then was. 

He found the princefs in her clofet, 
and expected to be received in the ufuai 
manner; when Catharine, looking ., at 
him with eyes that darted fire, and in 
which the rage of her mind was mod 
truly reprefented, " Get you gone, trai- 
tor ! (cries (he) go, make the moft 
of the death of the duke of Burgundy : 
He wilLao more interrupt you in your 

amours : 
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amours : The interruption he gave to 
your pleafures has, I fear, coft nim his 
life." 

It is impoffible to cxprefs the effed: 
thefe words produced in the foul of the 
unhappy Tideric. For fome time he 
flood motionlefs, without knowing 
where he was, or what had befallen 
him ; after which, recovering a little, 
he attempted to afk the princefs what 
(he had to charge him with ; but fhe 
prevented him 5 for as foon as he brgan 
to open his mouth, (he ftarted from her 
chair, " Get you hence, I fay once 
more 3 (cries {he) and know, that I'll 
have no explanation with fuch a traitor/' 
At the fame time (he Bung open the 
door> and this unfortunate lover, feeing 
himfelf drove out by her he adored, was 
obliged to obey, without being ever able 
to prevail with her to hear one word in 
his juftification. 

It is certain' that the confufion he 

was in would have fufficiently pointed 

3 out 
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out his innocence, even to the princefs, 
if (he had not been fo prepoffeffed of his 
infidelity. But (he had in her hands 
wherewithal to banifli every doubt (he 
could entertain upon that head; and 
when any (iich prefented itfclf to her 
mind, (he would pull out of her pocket , 
the fatal letter above mentioned, and 
carting her eye upon it, would cry, 
• c This is the (inccrc lover to whom all 
this is wrote : This is he who at the 
very time he was making me innume- 
rable proteftations of his love, was en- 
deavouring to perfuade another, that all 
his profeffions to me proceeded from 
nothing but meer policy. No, no, per- 
fidious wretch ! (continued (he ) thou 
(halt no more deceive me. 1 know that 
I ought to diftruft my own weaknefs ; 
and left I (hould be impofed on by thy 
artifice, the.fureft way to prevent it is, 
never to haveany fortof cocrefpondence 
with thee/* 

Whilst the princefs entertained 
herfetf with thefe thoughts and Tidcric 

had 
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had no thought of any thing but defpair, 
Philip duke of Burgundy, who had 
fucceeded his father^ meditated a cruel 
revenge againft the Dauphin. He af- 
fembkd all thofe he thought ixx his in- 
tereft, and having confuked with the 
wifeft and moil able, he fent one of his 
confidents to the king of England, and 
concluded an alliance with him, which 
brought France within an inch of its 
tuin. Moft of the grandees declared 
themfdves of his fide ; and they were 
the more eafily induced thereto, as the 
duke made ufe of the king's name for 
authorising every thing he did. In ihort 
he did with that prince whatfoevcr he 
would 5 as he foon after made appear 
by an enterprize, in which he fucceed- 
ed ; for he not only concluded a marri- 
age between Henry and Catharine, but 
farther, he prevailed with the king to 
declare the Dauphin incapable of fuc- 
ceeding to the crown ; and fully to 
compleat the duke's revenge, that prince 
caufed his own fon to be banifhed the 
kingdom, and the king of England de- 
clared 
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clared his lawful fucceffor* by an att of 
parliament 

After thefe furprifing fits of mad- 
neis, Henry repaired to the court then 
at Troyes, took the reins of government 
into his hands, fecured himtelf of Paris 
and the principal cities in the kingdom* 
and then prepared for efpoufing the 
princefs, who had brought him to fa 
much grandeur. 

T 1 d e r 1 c had fome time before been 
apprifed by the duke of Burgundy of 
what was tranfa&ing* and perceiving 
his utter inability to prevent it, he came 
to a ftrangc refolution. Being now de- 
prived of all hopes of fuccefs in his atno- 
reus purfuits, he began to defpife tho 
foiiles as well as the frowns of fortune. 
The only joy, the only hope he, had now 
left was, now and then to fee the objedt 
of his love, tho'- at a diftance, and 
without this it was irapoffible for him 
to live, therefore he chofe to renounce 
all hia pretentions^ rather than to be 

debarred 
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debarred being in any place where he 
could hope to enjoy a fight of his ami- 
able prince Is 3 and for this reafon he de-* 
fired to be included in the treaty. 

For fome time he had led the moft 
deplorable life that can be imagined ; 
but when he few the nuptials of Henry 
and Catharine, which were celebrated 
at Troyes, nothing could equal his tor- 
ture. The moft lively defcription 
would be but a faint pidure of the fe- 
verity of his fufferings. He had like 
to have dropt down in the place where 
he flood, and could not certainly have 
furvived the (hock, if fuch accidents 
could of themfelves put an end to life ; 
but we may daily obferve, that tho* the 
greateft misfortunes may overwhelm us, 
they but very rarely have force enough 
to deftroy us. 

In the mean time Catharine was in no 
mcuh better condition than Tideric ; for 
tho* fhe had pride enough to do vio- 
lence to herfelf, with refped to the af- 
fection 
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fetf ion (he (till felt for him, yet (he 
could not, upon fome occafions, think 
of him without faying to herfelf a thou- 
sand things in his favour. She even 
ibmetimes fufpetted that (he had wrong- 
fully condemned him, and concluded, 
that the melancholy with which he had 
been obferved to be affefted, ever fince 
(he had fo maltreated him, was a (Wrong- 
er proof of his innocence than the a-> 
bove mentioned letter was of his guilt ; 
and what confirmed her ftrongly in thia 
way of thinking was, her perceiving 
that he no longer held any corre(pon- 
dence with madam de Giac ; and th it 
(b far from retaining any efteem for 
her, he could not hear her fpoke of 
without horror. Thefe reflexions of- 
ten gave her fome pain ; but virtue at 
laft always triumphed over weaknefs, 
and aflifted at lead in making her re- 
ject what (he fometimes refolved, of 
coming to an explanation with him. 



CHAP. 
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DURING this interval the unhap- 
py TiJeric found himfelf finking 
by little and little under his misfortunes-, 
and they would certainly have at laft 
been the caufe of his death, if an acci- 
dent had not in fome meafure revived 
his hopes. There had been at court for 
fbme time an Italian named Panini, 
who pretended to tell fortunes, and 
whofe reputation was fo well eftablifh- 
ed by the furprifing things he had told 
to many of the grapdees, that he was 
looked on as a perfon indued with fome 
extraordinary gift. He had caft the 
horofcope of the king of England, with 
which that prince had no reafon to be 
pleafed $ but without flopping to relate 
what he told his majefty about the ac- 
cidents of fortune, I (hall only fay, that 
he allured him that his life would be of 
no long duration $ that his death would 
be of an extraordinary kind ; and that, 

with- 
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without being killed, he would be at- , 
tacked by a hundred thoufand enemies, 
who would never leave him till they 
had laid him in his grave. 

The, Duke of Clarence, the king's 
brother, bad indulged the fame curioS- 
ty ; and his deftiny was as little happy 
as that of his brother $ for he was to lofe 
his life at the firil battle he engaged in. 
Thefe princes were not much pleafei 
with thofe unlucky predictions* but sp 
that relating to the death of the king 
appeared to be ridiculous, they did not 
much difturb them, nor did they ever 
raife in them any apprehenfions, but 
when they confidered that many of 
this man's prophefies had already come 
to pais. But people began foon to place 
an entire faith in Panini, upon the duke 
of Clarence's being killed in a ikirmifh, 
which happened at Anjou, between his 
troops and thofe of the Dauphin, com- 
manded by the earl of Buchan, whom 
this prince had made conftable. 

This 
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This accident made moft people ad- 
mire the knowledge of the Italian, and 
there were none who did not defire 
to confult him. Tideric had long de~ 
fpifcd him, but was now one ef thofe 
who heard him with attention ; and 
his confidence in him was confiderably 
cncreafed, by the particular transactions 
of his paffed life which this man men- 
tioned \ for being fhut up together, Pa- 
cini, after having drawn all the figures 
which were effential to his art, fays to 
him, c< My lord, I know not wmt to 
think of thofe things I fee here : You 
muft be naturally inconftant, and for- 
tune feems to take a pleafure in treating 
you according to the difpofition of your 
own mind. I find a confiderable mif- 
fbrtune has happened to you, which in 
an inftant reduced you to defpair ; and 
yet I fee you prefently forget it, without 
any accident's happening that could 
produce a change in your affairs. But 
what I am yet to tell you, appears to 
me dill more ftrange. You are betray- 
ed 
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ed by a perfon that loves you ; and 
who far from abandoning your intereft, 
is as zealoufly attached to it as ever." 
Panini was for fome time after this in 
deep meditation, but then refuming the 
difcourfc, C€ My lord, (fays he to Ti- 
deric) there isftill another thing which 
no lefs aftonifhes me : You have of late 
met with a very great misfortune, which 
neverthelefs was not occafiofted by your 
enemies, and the perfon who was the 
cauie of it feels it as much as you. 
All this (continues he) you muft your* 
felf unriddle if you can, for I muft free* 
]y acknowledge, that I can no way un- 
derftand it ; and all that I can fay to 
you of any thing lefs myftcrious is, that 
you are violently fond of fomething, and 
tho* you have loft all hopes of pofiefling 
it, yet you {hall obtain that poffeffion 
much fooner than you can imagine; 
but you will run the rifk of accelerating 
thereby the end of your days, and take 
care that your deata be pot of the Jnoft 
cruel .kind." 

Thi$ 
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This was all be laid to Tideric ; but 
this was enough to make him refleft fe- 
rioufly within himfelf; for who would 
not have been furpriaed? Setting afide 
the article of his having been betrayed, 
which was even to him a little my fieri* 
ous, all the reft correfponded fo exa&ly 
with what had happened, that it could 
not be xnifunderftood. He therefore 
began to promife himfelf a better for- 
tune in time to come j and this feeble 
ray of hope illuminating his mind, it 
was fpon perceived, that his chagrin was 
not near equal to what it had been* 
Among others queen Catharine took 
particular notice of this alteration; She 
refolved to know the caufe from whence 
it proceeded, and being informed of Pa- 
nini's faying publickly, that with regard 
to Tideric he knew nothing of the ftars, 
for their afpedfc was fo myfterious, that 
he could not comprehend it. Upon 
this the queen became curious to know 
what he had faid to "the prince, being 
convinced of hs being from thence that 
he had derived his comfort. She order- 
ed 
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ed Panini to come to her at a time 
when (he was alone, and commanded 
him to inform her of every thing rela- 
ting to the fortune of Tideric : He free- 
ly owned the perplexity he was unde r , 
and the difficulty he found in being able 
tp comprehend what appeared in the fi- 
gure he had drawn. At the fame time 
he related to her all he had faid to Ti- 
deric, a great part of which (he could 
have explained to him, had (he fo in- 
clined ; but (he took care not to com- 
municate her thoughts to him ; and af- 
ter having given him orders to draw her 
horofcope, (he difmifled him. 

Pa ni n i's converfation fet her a think- 
ing on the depth of his knowledge -, and 
pcrfuading herfelf that it was infallible, 
(he found hernvnd divided between vex- 
ation at having accufed the prince 
wrongfully, and joy at knowing that he 
was not to be always unhappy. But 
this fmall fatisfa&ion was encountered 
by feveral oppofite circumftances : She 
prefentlyrecolledted the letter (he had in 

F her 
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her pofleffion ; and giving more credit ta 
that than to all the knowledge of Panini, 
Ihe fometimes treated his predictions as 
meer empty dreams, and often accufed 
herfelf of too much credulity. Never- 
thelefs fhe would have run the rifle of 
declaring again in favour of the prince, 
if her virtue had not come to her aflift- 
ance, and raifed in her a fcruple of con* 
icienc;e with regard to every thing that 
related to him. This thought alone 
made her abfolutely condemn Tideric, 
and refolve that for the quiet of her own 
mind, fhe would believe him guilty, 
upon which fhe bid adieu to every 
thought that could plead for her com- 
ing to an explanation with him. 

Bu t Panini foon gave her an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining a new victory over 
herfelf. He had drawn her horofcope 
in purfuance of her commands; and be- 
ing defirous to give her an account of it, 
he took an opportunity of being heard 
when they could not be interrupted. 
After being introduced, he fays, " If I 
I was 
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was furprized, madam, at the, ft range 
accidents that appeared in the fortune 
of Tideric, I muft own I am no lefs a- 
ftonifhed at«thofe I have obferved in 
yours, for to me they feppear dill more 
extraordinary. But can I help being 
under the higheft amazement, when I 
fee tlie molt potent princefs on earth 
unhappy in the midft-of her grandeur* 
This, however, is nothing, (continues 
he) fot there have been fo many who 
in a condition not much inferior to yours, 
have endured the fame torments, that I 
fhould not be much confounded at this 
circumftance, if it were not attended 
with feveral others that to me appear 
quite inconfiftent with common ferife. 
For who would not blame you, madam, 
for contributing more by yourfelf alone 
to your own uneafinefs, than all thofc 
you have any thing to do with ? And . 
even after this you do not fo muck a* ; 
feek for any comfort 5 and I plainly fee 
that you reject that which would give 
you fatisfedtion. You will not, how* 
ever, continue always in this way of 

F a think- 



ioo The LIFE of 

thinking ; for you will at laft leave off 
being thus cruel to yourfelf. But as it 
is your unlucky fate to do hurt to tbofe 
that are deareft to you, ypp will be the 
caufe of the death of the only perfon 
you finccrely love. And what amazes 
me beyond all meafure is, that you are 
not to have Co much as one moment's un- 
eafinefc at the death of that perfon. M 

Th e queen would hear no more : 
She retired to her clofet, and there £hc 
began a new conteft with herfelf, in or- 
tier to ftifle a thoufand fuggeftions in 
favour of Tideric. Every thing Panini 
had (aid to her ieemed to combat on 
his fide ; but at laft fhe got the better 
of her weaknefs, and began to enjoy the 
repofe which her virtue had procured 
her, when fhe felt all her troubles re- 
newed by an accident which fbon after 
happened. 

Th e king her hufband profecuted vi- 
goroufly the war againft the Dauphin. 
He had juft taken from him the chits 

cf 
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of Meaux and Compeigne -, and was 
marching to the relief of Cofne, which 
was beficged by the army of that prince, 
when he was feized with a diftempcr at 
Melun, which obliged him to flop at 
that place. As his malady increafed 
rather than diminished* he caufe J him- 
felf to be carried to the caftle of Vin- 
cennes, where he was fcarce arrived 
when the truth of Panini's prediftiors 
began to appear. He was feized with 
that fort of contagion which the phy- 
sicians called pedicular, and in a fl-ort 
time was fo covered with vermin and 
putrefatfion, that the Italian's prediction 
failed in nothing but in the number of 
executioners who laid that prince in his 
grave. 

The queen was without doubt ex- 
ceedingly grieved at fuch a terrible 
death ; but we are not to fuppofe (he 
was fo much affli&ed as (he would have 
been had (he married a prince with 
whom flie was really in love. On the 
other hand, Tideric had not a moment's 

F 3 uo- 
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uneafinefs at the news, fo far otherwife 
he began to hope that his misfortunes 
Were drawing towards an end. Troft- 
ing in what Panini had faid to him, as 
well as his own innocence, he flattered 
himfelf, that the queen would call to 
mind the fincerity of his love, and that 
after fo many crofs accidents (he would 
perhaps at laft make him amends for 
all the torments (he had fo unjuftly 
made him fufFer. In this he was not 
altogether deceived ; for the queen hav- 
ing now nothing to oppofe to that paf- 
iion (he ftill foftered in her breaft for 
him, (he let herfelf be infenfibly drawn 
in to yield to every argument that (poke 
in his favour ; and if (he yet infilled up- 
on fome little fort of explanation, it was 
becaufe (he thought it neceffary for con- 
vincing him that (he had fome reafon 
for treating him in the manner (he had 
done. V- 

Matters being thus on both fides 
in fo good* a fituation, the queen went 
over to England, afcd WaS followed by 

Tideric. 
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tideric. Thefc two lovers began from 
that time to look upon one another 
with eyes fo full Of aflra:ion, that itNfrak 
eafy to perceive there would not bfe an# 
vety great difficulty in a thorough re- 
conciliation. But tho' Tideric perfect- 
ly knew that the queen had no longer 
any diftafte towards him, yet he could 
not venture to break filence. He had 
already had many occafions for enter- 
taining her with h ! s paffion, without 
daring to undertake it 5 and in fhort he 
would for a much longer time have 
languished under the torments of t hid- 
den love, if that princefs had not herfelf 
farniflied him with an opportunity for 
opening his mind. 

One day when they were alone tow 
gether, after a pretty long converfation 
upon the fubjeft of the war, the queer* 
fays to him, <c In fliort I btlifcve we 
(hall foon lofe all hopes of preferring* 
the kingdom Of France ; for tne fortune 
of war has declared fo ftrongly in fa- 
vour of the Dauphin, that there is no 

F 4 great 
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great appearance of our being long able 
to withttand it, I every day hear that 
fome of thofe who had declared for the 
deceafed king my hufband, have forfa- 
ken us ; and every where we hear of 
nothing but treachery.' ' 

w Madam, (anfwers Tideric) we 
muft not now-a-days truft to any but 
fuch as we have a thorough knowledge 
of, and even they we find are often 
as indifferent as others about the 
performance of what they promife. 
There is fo little fincerity in the tranf- 
aflions of mankind, that thofe who 
make the mod folemn profeffions are 
ufually fuch as have the leafl inclination 
to keep their word." 

You are well acquainted with fbme 
fuch perfons , (replies the queen) but 
tho' you feem to condemn their con- 
duct, I am fure you are too much their 
friend to wilh them any punifhment." 

« You 



i 
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" Yo u are in the right, madam 5 (fays 
Tideric, fighing) for whatever afflic- 
tions they may have brought upon me, 
I feel as yet fo much tendernefs in my 
. heart for fome people, cruel as they are, 
that I adore them." 

" That is to fay, (anfwers the 
queen) you have jb much felf-love, as 
not to pais fentencc againft yourfelf." 

"I mean> madam, (replies Tideric) 
that notwithstanding your cruelty, you 
ftill appear the fame in my eyes, as when 
- you Was the princefs Catharine, who, I 
could once flatter myfelf, had fome re- 
gard for me/' 

u Do not call to my mind (anfwers 
the queen) the reafon I had for being of- 
fended with you ; for after your behav- 
ing in fiKjh a manner towards me, I 
.{hew good nature enough in admitting 
r you to my prefcnce." 

F C " RATHE* 
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" Rather fay, madam, (replies 
Tideric) that you have been crud e- 
nough to punilh me in the moft rigorous 
manner, without ever letting me know 
the pretence you had for fubjetSing me 
to fo much torment/' 

"Pretence ! (fays the queen) peo- 
ple do not make ufe of pretences, but 
when they have no true reaibjis $ and 
none will be at the pains to invent fuch 
as are falfe, when they have fo good a 
one as that you furnifhed me." 

<c Ah Jmadaiii, f cries Tideric) I beg 
you'd explain ydurft9f;- : I cannot pene- 
trate into people's thoughts; and with- 
out being guilty, it is impoffible to guefs 
at the reafon you have to complaiA of 
me/* 

" I plainly fee?, 4 (anfwer* the queen) 
-that Tideric rniift have a ^pr o*>f for con- 
vincing him. He fhall have it; and, 
(continues fhe) in giving him the letter 

before 
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before fpokeji of* Jet .him $«Bfider what 
he can fay againft this." " . < t 

,The ^IficciDjoki th«i kttor, ahd hav- 
ing read; it fVom >begiiming tb jendj 
« c . Well^ madain* (fayli he). whafchai 
this.to.^agftmftmttJ" . r-'.ur / : r .l ..u 

" What, my lord! (replied the 
q^etn) Can you afk thai ofrne ? i Is it 
not yoii thatnluftexpkiatb riie.inc;id* 
trigue you had with madam de Giac, if 
yoU. iptend that J ! £haiid-kDD\v ^ny 
tbihg of it? 






^V- I have nothing to inform you ol, 
madam, {%s lie) relating toSvhat yoti 
fee in that letter j v and youxkrtow as 
well as J» (continues hc y : in returning 
the letter); that) thife relates t6 the in- 
trigue which the duke of But-gundy 
had with that lady." 

" BuT. it was to yoo ^replies thp 
princefs) that this letter wafe wrote y and 

F 6 it 

rill ' " 
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it was delivered tome by your fecte- 
tary." 

a My fecretary ! (favs Tideric) he 
never bad a letter from that lady to de- 
liver to tne« But at what time was it, 
madam, that he gave you this letter ? " 

<( The moment after you had left 
mef (anfwers the queen) in order to go 
along with the duke of Burgundy/' 

** .Ah, madam! (faysTideric, after 
mufing a little) this may very well be; 
for I had but juft parted from that lady, 
.tohen I came tatake my leave of you ; 
and 1 had prefled her fo much to wrkc 
to that poor prince with whom (he had 
quarrelled, that it might perhaps have 
afterwards induced her to lend him that 
letter." 

u Why did fhe not deliver it to you 
yourfHf, before you left her ? " (replies 
the princefs.). 
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cc While I was with her, madam, 
I could not perfuade her to write, ((ays 
Tideric) but fhe thought better on U 
perhaps the moment 1 was gone." 

« But what did flie mean (replies 
the princefs) by that jealoufy, and thole 
political reafons (he talks of ? " 

m 

" Madam, (fays Tidetic) I can ea- 
fily fatisfy you as to this : She was jea- 
lous of madam de Foix, and upon that 
head Hie was fo very unrcafonable, that 
(he would give no ear to any thing I 
could fay about the neceflky of the 
duke's being upon good terms with that 
lady, Thefe are the political reafons 
fhe complains of, and which, (he fays; 
we were to pais upon her as good coin." 

V Ajid thefe (replies the queen) are 
the expreffions which have given me fo 
much uneafinefs, and which mud like- 
wife have given a groat deal to you, if 
there be aay fincerity in the rega§d you 

pCOr • 
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profefs for me. But as you was confei- 
ous of your innocence, why did not you 
endeavour to undeceive me ? Is this to 
be called love* to leave 4ne under fuch 
uneafinfcft sia emlrely rob* her of her 
peace of mind ? " 



i »■ 




" Madam* (fays Tideric) it is I, if 
you pleafe; that have reafori to com- 
plain, and to afk you, if it is to be called 
loving one to drive him" away from 
you, in the manrtef you turned the out 
bf you? tMot." 

<c 1 thought you criminal ; (anfwers 
the queen) and qould I better £hew how 
dear you was tQ me* ihaa ia Chewing 
you the refentment Jhad of your in* 
constancy?" 

* c An 6 I, madams '(replies Tideric) 
could I better teftify the refpeA I had 
for you* than in obtyiiig what yott fo 

pferetttptdrily commanded/' 

.' . . • 

u Ah, Tideric, (lays the princefs) 
who i^fte-that would not-have a<fled in 
"'i the 
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the fame cruel manner upon a fuppofi- 
tion of having the fame ground of com- 
plaint 1 thought I had againft you ? " 

* * 

t€ N o, madam ; (anfwers Tideric) 
one who had loved njore, would not 
fo eafily hare deemed me guilty : She 
would have confidered her own heart, 
and feeling no tendernefs there but for 
him (he loved, fhe would have conclud- 
ed'* that he could have a teftderncfe for 
none but her." 

" But what could one think (replies 
the queen) of fo many proofs as I 
thought I had againft' you V • , . 

■ • • . » • 

• * 

'^ Madam* (fays Tideric) what 
ihould I think, if I gave ear to every 
thing that might be faid to your difad- 
vantage?" ,.-■,:. .. ■ > 

J* You have nothing to fay againft 
me (replies the qucpen) that is of equal 
force with the letter I have (hewn you." 



<c 



Yau 
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* c You cannot reproach me, madam, 
(faysTideric) with a marriage founded 
upon ambition." 

cc Ah, Tideric, (cries the queen) 
how can you accufe me upon that 
head ? Suppofing there had been no 
miftake between us, had I a right to 
oppofe that which had been refolved.on 
by my father, and upon which the 
happinefs of a whole kingdom: depend- 
ed?" 

- *** You might, however, have toM 
me fo, madam ; (fays Tidtric) and thef 
there is nothing that can comfort a lov- 
*r titader fuch a misfortune, there iyftill 
a great deal in his having room to flatter 
himielf, that he has- been fatriftced 
folely to thehappinefs of the ftatc/V . 

• r Might not ybur own* fagafcity 

. have told you this ? (anfwers the queen:) 

Have not I upon many occafions fbewn 

you fuch a tender regard as might have 

nxadc 
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made you perceive that I could love 
none but you ? " 

<c It is with difficulty, madam, (re- 
plies Tideric) that we believe any 
proofs when we fee them contradicted 
by thofe of a diredt contrary nature. 
And even now you cannot imagine that 
I have an entire dependence upon thofe 
tokens of your goodnefs which at prefent 
you arc pleafed to favour me with, if 
you are refolved that they (hall be fol- 
lowed by as fevere a trial as that you 
have already made me pafs through/' 

" No, no, Tideric $ (fays the queen) 
you have nothing further to fear 11 port 
that head. I have fulfilled what I ow- 
ed to my country, J>y the facrifice of 
my love which I made to it : It is e* 
nough for me to have married once a* 
gainft my inclination : It is not incum- 
bent upon me to do fo again. The 
moment I found you innocent I restor- 
ed you my heart ; and if you have the 
(ame affedtion for me you had formerly, 

it 



k »4 The L IF E of 

it fhall be your fault, if I give you any 
more room to doubt of the fincerity of 
my efteepi/' 

w O! madam, (anfwers Tideric, 
throwing himfclf at her feet) how much 
ought I now to defpife the torments 1 
have fufFered for lo good a princefs : 
How can I ever explain to you what I 
feci !, No, madam, (continues he) it is 
not to be exprefled ; but if you knew 
the condition my heart is in, the mo- 
ment I am now (peaking, you could not 
doubt of its bring more yours than c* 
yer. I do not only accept the favour 
you offer, but I accept it with a fenfe of 
gratitude mixed with joy ahd with re- 
lpc6tj and if it be your defire that I 
mould become the happieft of men, 
haften only : the day when I am to be 
blefled with fo much felicity. From 
that time, midam, I fhall endeavour to 
convince you, that in the poffeffion of my 
lovely princefs I have all I can defire in 
this world j and that with fuch a pof- 

feffion 
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feflion t do not envy the greateft mo- 
narch upon earth." 

• ■• * 
» ■ 1 1 » 1 

4t I am glad (replies fhe queen) to 
find 4 you offuch fentimenrs 5 and yoii 
may be perfoaded it (hall not be my 
fault, if yoii arc not fully fatisfied." 

C H A P. VI. 

TIDERIC thanked the queen, as 
he was in duty bound ; and the 
two lovers parted fo fatisfied with one 
another, that they thought no more of 
the troubles they had by their own fault 
been txpofedto. Tideric thought him- 
fclf arrived at the higheft happinefs he 
could define ; and the queen concluded, 
that (he ought to be fatisfied, fince (he 
found hetfelf aflured ofbeing (till belov- 
ed by the only man (he admired. Ne- 
verthelefs fhe found her joy interrupted, 
when flle reflected upon what Pamni 
had (aid; and fiothing could comfort 
her when fhe confidered that the love 

(lie 
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fhe had for Tideric was to coft him' his 
life. She fometimes communicated 
her fears to her lover ; but he always 
endeavoured to encourage her ; and he 
omitted nothing that could ferve to con- 
vince her, that thefe fortunetellers ofener 
fail than fucceed ; and that it is owing 
to meer chance when they happen to 
foretel any thing like what comes to 
pafs. 

One day, when their converfation 
was upon th : s fubjeft, fhe fays to him, 
€C Do not you fee, that I cannot help 
giving credit to what was faid by Pani- 
ni ? for every thing that he foretold has „ 
happened fo exactly according to his 

Eredidions, that I am extremely appre- * 
en five about what he faid concerning 
you. It would be much better (conti- 
nues fhe) for us to continue having the 
fame tender regard for one another, 
without proceeding farther, that I may 
by that means preferve a man who is fo 
dear to me, without expofing him to 

the 
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the fate with which he is threatened 
by my kind nek" 

Ah ! madam, (replies Tideric) if ei- 
ther of us has occafion to be apprehen- 
sive, is it not Tideric alone, lince it is 
him who is to die ? But life is not of 
fuch a value to me, as to refufe giving 
it up, if by that alone I am to merit 
fuch an inexpreffible happinefs as that 
you have promifed me ; and even then 
I {hould not think I had paid the full 
value for what I fo much efteem, (hould 
I fee an end put to my days, an hour 
after having received the moft indubita- 
ble tokens of your love." 

a 

" Alas ! Tideric; (cries the queen) 
do not call to my mind the thought 
that I rauft lofe you. Even now it 
makes fuch a tormenting impreffion up- * 
on my imagination, that I cannot help 
feeling it. Could I bear to fee myfelf 
deprived of the man I love, without 
dying of grief ?" 

Have 



n8 The L-IFE of 

> • 

u Have you thefc fentiments, ma- 
dam, (replies Tideric) and can you, 
notwithstanding, ; giye credit to Pacini's 
predictions ? Do not you -remember, 
that you are not to h* ve a moment's 
uneafinefs at my- death ? I would not 
be fo unjuft to my princefs (continues 
he) as to believe it. On the contrary, 
after the kindfe& (he has been fo good 
as to fhew to me, I am perfoaded that 
her deftiny would be involved in mine; 
and that if fhe did not die by the feme 
blow that fent mc to my grave, her 
forrow would be fo great that her- future 
life might be reckoned worfe than im- 
mediate death." 

• « 

" You do me juftice, Tideric $ (fays 
the queen) and what you have observ- 
ed, entirely confirms me. No 5 Pant- 
pi does jjot fee eleatly into futurity ; 
for the prince of Wales cannot meet 
with the leaft misfortune that will not 
affiift me equally with him; Let us 
compleat what the fates have defigned for 

USj 
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us ; and let us endeavour to render our- 
(elves happy by preventing that which 
may again plunge us into misfortunes 
as great as thofe we have but juft e leap- 
ed from/* 

, While the queen's fentiments were 
thus fo favourable for Tideric, fortune 
prepared new obftacles to their love. 
The duke of Glocefter, who had been 
employed in the war ever fince the con- 
ference at Meulan, was chofen to com- 
mand in England, and to take upon 
him the. govenupent of affairs there, 
during the minority of his nephew 
Henry VI, who was then but in his 
cradle. This prince accepted the com- 
miffion with joy; and the more willing- 
ly prepared for his voyage, as he ftill 
retained the fame paflion for the queen 
.vjrith which he was affedted. at their 
firft interview. In ftioit, he no fooner 
faw her again, than his former flame 
burflt out with as great fury as ever. 
He ftill -thought her more beautiful 
than any one he had ever feen : His 

quality 
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quality of regent obliged him to confer 
• often with her ; and thefe frequent con- 
ventions added force to his flames of 
love. y As to every thing he thought 
fhe could defire, he got it done before 
(h? could afk it ; and in fhort he was 
fo civil and obliging, that it was with 
difficulty (he could avoid conceiving an 
eftcem for him. 

Nevertheless his complaifance 
was fo far from being agreeable to the 
queen, that (he became deeply afflided 
as foon as fhe began to^guefs the caufe ; 
and fhe behaved in fuch a manner, as 
to prevent every occafion he fought for 
entertaining her with his love. But 
her precautions were all in vain $ for 
one day after they had been talking of 
fta e-affairs, and fhe had complimented 
him upon his having faithfully perform- 
ed his duty, <c You have made me a 
compliment, madam, (fays the duke) 
which does not at all belong to me ; 
for J have contributed much tefs than 

you 
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you to that fuccefs which I have now 
acquainted you with/' 

The queen not "comprehending what 
the duke meant by this, " How, my lord ? 
({ays {be) Let me, I pray, underftand this 
myfteryj for what part could 1 have in an 
affair I did not fo much as know any thing, 
of?" 

• 

<c Notwithstanding that, ma-, 
dam, (anfwers the duke) you could not 
but have wiftied that the affair fhould 
fucceed in the manner it has done ; and 
when the duke of Glocefter can but 
guefs at what you defire, it is fufficient 
for making him conform himfelf entire- 
ly to h." 

" I am very much obliged to you > 
(replies the queen) but let me, it you 
pleafe, my lord, impute the whole to 
the zeal you have for the king's fervice, 
and in that light it will be no way left 
agreeable to me, M 

" You 
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<c You would be in the wrong, ma- 
dam, (fays the duke) not to afcribe it to 
yourfelf alone ; for you fhould believe 
that love will ever have a greater power 
over my mind, thah all the obligations I 
owe either to nature or duty, -'Lmuft 
tellyou, (continues he) that I am no 
way changed from what I was when 
you faw me at Meulan. But be not 
alarmed at what I fay, madam i for I 
have riot fo much 2 s a thought you can 
take amifs ; and in ftiort I very well 
know, that what has happened fince 
my fatal departure from thence, prevents 
my having any farther pretentions. 
Neverthelefs, my paflion for you is as 
waim, as it could be, had 1 room to 
hope that you might one day make me 
happy. Pity, madam, a paflion fo 
wretched ; but violent as it is, it {hall 
always be refpedtful enough to prevent 
my indulging a thought that may be 
inconfiftent with the virtue of a prin- 
cefs whom I ihall during my whole life 
adore, with fentiments equal to thofe I 
have at prefent." 

There 
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These words gave the queen fome 
confolation, and having reflected a little 
upon what anfwer (he (hould make to 
him, (he at laft broke filence in the 
manner as follows : " You cannot but 
fuppofe, my lord, that the declaration 
you have made to me of your paffion 
gives me a great deal of uneafinefs, and 
you oblige me to have fuch an efteem 
for you, that I cannot avoid wifhing you 
a better fortune than that you are pre 
paring for yourfelf. Refledt upon what 
it is to love without hope ; and I am 
fore if you confident as you ought, you 
will prevent a great deal of trouble you 
are going to bring upon yourfelf, and 
upon me alfo, if you indulge this un- 
happy paffion/' 

" At this time of day, madam, (an- 
fwers the duke) I am not to begin to 
make that reflection. There is not an 
argument I have not ufed with myfelf 
for getting the better of this weaknefs ; 
bat my paffion for you is in (hort 
too violent, and after a thoufand efi- . 

G 2 forts, 
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forts, the far theft I have been able to 
gain upon myfelf is, to admire you as a 
lover the moil ardent, but to fpeak to 
_ you as a man debarred by the moft fa- 
cred duties from telling you all he 
thinks. Yes, madam, I can accommo~ 
date the moft languifhing looks with 
the moft refpectful language ; and no- 
thing but my eyes (hall ever fignify t j 
my princefs, that the unfortunate duke 
of Glocefter was born to love her with 
a paffion the moft extreme." 

<c Put an end, I beg, N my lord, 
(replies the queen) to that way of think- 
ing which leads you into an error $ for 
dq not you perceive, that you have al- 
ready begun to talk to me in a manner 
contrary tp the refolution you have 
taken ; and that you are explaining to 
me what you fay you feel, at the fame 
time that you promife me never to men- 
tion it ? " 

• i 
<c I (hould not have adverted to if, 

madam, (fays the duke) if you had not 
made me take notice of it ; but at a- 
nother time I ftiali take better care to 

acquit 
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acquit myfelf of the promife I have 
made you . I (hall not fo much as com- 
plain of your cruelty, however much 
you may fhew towards me ; and I 
know but one thing alone which can 
make me alter the meafures I have re- 
solved to obferve, with refpeft to a paf- 
fion of fo delicate and refpedtful a na-^ 
tare." 

<f Take care, my lord : (replies the 
queen) your paffion is void of that re- 
fpeft you talk of, if you think you can 
ever difpence with that filence you 
have promifed ; and it is this promi fe 
alone which makes me fuffer a con- 
vention fo contrary to what I owe. to 
myfelf, and which, if ever but once re- 
newed, will make me lofe all that e- 
fteem which your genteel behaviour 
has gained from me/' 

ct THATefteem, madam, (fays the 
duke) with which you flatter me, is of 
too great a value for me not to preferve 
it at the expence of whatever it may 
coft me j and if the duke of Gloceftcr 

G 3 does 
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docs not fee that you are going to make 
another happy, at the fame time that 
he fuffers fo much, he may by his be- 
haviour perhaps convince you, that he 
himfelf deferved that happinefs, if a 
brother had not firft got poffeflion of it, 
and thereby deprived him of all future 
hope*." 

These words made the queen fee 
what difficulties fhe was to encounter in 
her defign of marrying Tideric. This 
refleftion gave her great affii&ion $ but 
before giving a loofe to her forrow, fte 
refolved to get rid of the duke. " My 
lord, (fays fhe to him) take care to per- 
form what you have promifed, or re- 
folve never to fee me more ; for in truth 
I think I have too much reafon to re- 
proach myfelf for fuffering you to talk 
in this manner : It is not enough for us 
to have good intentions, our actions 
ought to be conform." 

" 'Tis true, madam; (replies the 
duke) I admit what you fay. My 
whole future care fhall be to obey you * 

and 
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and I (hall never more tell you that I 
love you f iince Ifind fuch difcourfe dif- 
guftful to you ; but neverthelefe I nvuft 
beg you to believe, that whatever dif- 
guife I may put on, I (hall continue to 
be neither more nor lefs your lover ? 
and that the deftiny of the duke of Glo- 
c^fter indifpenfibly binds him down 
to be the flave of the moft lovely queenr 
upon earth." 

Presently after uttering thefe 
words he retired, and left the queen un- 
der an inconceivable affli&ion. At this 
moment Tideric happened to come in, 
and found the queen in fuch a conditi- 
on as left him no- room to doubt of her 
forrow. If What has befallen you ? 
(cries Tideric immediately) Have the 
fates prepared new misfortunes for 
me?" 

" Yes, Tideric, (anfwers the queen) 
they are preparing new fufferings for 
me: The duke of Glocefter oppofes my 
happinefs, and the fatisfa&ion I intend- 
ed to have given you." She then gave* 

G 4 him 
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him an account of the conversation {he 
had juft had with the duke \ and pre- 
fently adds, <c You fee, my prince, 
what I may expofe ycu to, if I follow 
the inclination I have to do what you 
defire. Thus to deliver you over to the 
rage of a defpi&d lover, is it not to en- 
deavour to bring about what Panini has 
fctally foretold ? " 

r 

" What can he do, madam ? 
(anfwers Tideric) and befides, does he 
not in other things (hew virtue enough 
for us not to fear, that be will disho- 
nour bimfelf by any jnhean adWoti ? " 

c< Al as t Tideric, (rdpfiesthe queen] 
that fhadoW of virtue does hot deceive 
me fo much as U does you. I have pene- 
trated to the boftorti of the duke's heart, 
through all his cfifguifes $ and I fee that 
he has put on that falfe appearance of 
generofity, with no other view but that 
he may with the more facility give me 
the firft ftab, and tame me, if I may fo 
fpeak, to the . hearing his tale of love. 
Confider what we have to fear from one 

who 
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who thinks himfelf delpifed 5 and who 
in this kingdom has a power to perpetrate 
whatever he may rcfolve to undertake.'* 

V 

" What then has my princefs re- 
folved to do ? (fays Tideric.) 

cc To love you during my whole 
life, (anfwers the queen) but to die a 
thoufand deaths, rather than be the 
caufe of any misfortune to you, the ve- 
ry thought of which makes my blood 
run cold with fear." 

<c But madam, (replies Tideric) is it 
not expofing me to the moft cruel mis- 
fortune, to defer thus for ever what a- 
lone can make me happy ? Can I ap- 
prehend any thing worfe from the rage 
ofthedukeofGlocefter?" 

€€ My God! Tideric, (cries the 
queen) do not prefs me upon this head : 
you know my weaknefs j but your pre- 
servation (hall always be more dear to 

G 5 mc 
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me than the greateft plcafure I eaa 
have." 

c< Let us agree in fbmething, ma- 
jdam, (anfwers Tideric) if it be pofli- 
ble ; and fince you have fo much goodU 
nefs as to take fo great a care of my 
life, let us endeavour to find out a me- 
thod that may prevent your obliging 
fears, and at the fame time procure me 
that fatisfa&ion which I am fure of 
meeting with in the accomplifhment of 
what you have promifed." 

€c The thing is impoflibleJ" (cries 
the queen.) ; 

" Not fo impoflible as you think; 
madam, (anfwers the prince.) % But if 
fuch an expedient could be contrived; 
vyould you rejeft it ? " 

ff No, Tideric ; (replies the queen) 
fo far from reje&ing it* I would moft 
heartily agree to it/* 



(C 
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Con s i o e r then, madam, (fays the 
prince) if you will refolve to marry 
me privately. It is not neceflary to 
have many witnefles to one's happinefs* 
and we may find fuch as are lb faithful 
as not to leave us room to apprehend 
their revealing our fecret without our 
leave." 

" Bur are there not confluences, 
to he apprehended ; (anfwers the queen) 
and even thofe of marriage itfetf, ought 
not I to guard againft them F " 

cr Can we be in want of perfons we 
can trull ? (replies Tideric) and can 
you boggle at fuch trifles? " 

The queen was for fbme time with- 
out faying a word ; but in a few mo- 
ments, reluming the cjifcourfe, (he faid, 
" In fhort, Tideric, I fee clearly, that 
I mull grant your requefl ; and indeed 
It would be impofiible for me to refufe 

G 6 it 5 
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it; but remember what one does for 
you." 

<c The prince being moft fenfibly 
touched, threw himfelf at her feet, and 
faid to her every foft thing that a ftrong 
paffion and the higheft gratitude could 
fugged to a faithful and generous lover. 
The princefs reached him her hand to 
raife him up ; and the happy lover 
laying hold of this beautiful hand, kiffed 
it with tranfports fo tender, that one 
might eafily judge of the excefi of plea- 
sure he was going fo enjoy in the pof- 
feffion of fcriovely a princefs. In fhort, 
no man was fo happy as Tideric was 
made a few days after $ and in the mar- 
riage of this great queen he found a full 
compeniation for all his pail Sufferings. 



C HA P. VII. 

SO happy an union, which had been 
preceded by fo many troubles, was 
iollowed by the higheft pleafures we 

are 
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are capable of tailing in this life; and 
difficulty, which ferves as a feafoning for 
pleafure, made thefc lovers find a thou- 
fand charms in the fecret of their mar- 
riage, which they might never perhaps 
have difcovered, had they enjoyed one 
another without being obliged to make 
it a myftery. Their marriage continu- 
ed a long time without any one's being 
fenfibleof it 5 and the queen concealed 
fo well her being with child, that fee, 
brought forth more than one, without 
the world's coming at the knowledge of 
what pa fled. But as it is difficult to 
keep a lover always in the dark, efpeciaU 
ly an unfuccefsfulone, the duke of Glo- 
cefter began to fufpedt, that Tideric had 
a greater fhare than he in the good gra- 
ces of the queen j and tho* that prince 
knew nothing but what his fufpicions 
made him conjecture, he conceived 
neverthelefs a moft terrible jealoufy. 
He afterwards never looked at Tideric 
but with a menacing countenance 5 and 
at laft he gave fuch a loofe to his refent- 
ment, that our lovers, eafily perceiving 

it, 
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ir, redoubled their precautions for con- 
cealing their marriage. 

But fortune, which delights in in- 
conftancy, growing tired of being fo 
prodigal to them of its favours, refolved 
to make them feel its frowns, after 
having loaded them with its fmiles; 
The duke of Glocefter had a thoufand 
fpies abroad, who watched every thing 
that palled with the utmoft care, but 
who had as yet diicovered nothing that 
could confirm their mafter in his fufpi- 
cions. He fometimes reproached them 
with want of diligence, at other times 
with being traitors, and colleaguing, 
with the queen to deceive him. How- 
ever, thefe reproaches being all in vain,, 
he refolved to ferve himfelf, and in per- 
fon apply to corrupt thofe whom he 
knew to have the greateft fhare in the 
fecrets of that prince fs ; but he found, 
them all fo firmly refolved to be fled- 
fail in their duty, that he began to lofe 
all hopes of fucceeding in his defign,, 
when chapce by itfelf alone compleated 

in 
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in a moment, what the duke had not. 
in a long time been able to do with the 
help of all thofe he employed." 

The queen made ufe of one of her 
chief fervants for carrying the letters (he 
wrote to Tideric, and had given him 
one to carry to him. This faithful 
fervant being proud of difcharging care- 
fully every truft repofed in him by the 
queen, waited for night's coming on* 
that he might repair to Tideric's coun- 
try-houfe ; and he no fboner faw the 
day begin to difappear, than he fet out 
to deliver his mefiage. He was already 
got near that prince's houfe* when he 
was attacked by fix foot-pads. He de* 
fended hknfelf with aUi imaginable re- 
futation, but being deferted by a foot- 
man who attended him, he was foon 
wounded in fo many places that he fell 
down dead upon the fpot. This mur- 
der was not committed without fome 
nolfe; and the footman likewife. who 
had taken to his heels, called all he 
could meet with to his mailer's affift- 

2 ance : 
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ance : Accordingly a number of people 
were foon aflembled $ but they came 
too late ; for the gentleman was dead, 
and the murderers had made their e- 
fcape. Some of the people went in 
purfuit of them, whilft others caufed 
carry the dead body to the next houfe ; 
where making an inventary of every 
thing the deceafed perfon had in his 
pockets, according to the laudable cuf- 
tom of this fort of people, thty found the 
letter which he was carrying to Tideric. 
They prefently knew the queen's feal, 
and as the letter was without any di- 
rection, they fuppofed h to be of impor- 
tance; therefore, notwithftandingall the 
footman could fay, the conftable laid 
hold of it, and (ferried it diie&ly to the 
regent, to whom he related all that had 
paffed. The regent prefently difmifled 
him, and looking three or four times up- 
on this fatal letter, without venturing to 
unfeal it, he at laft opened it, and 
found the contents to be thus : 

My 
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My deareft prince, 

They are endeavouring all they can to 
difcover ifl love you ; and tbey have o* 
mitted nothing that could ferve for draw* 
ingfrom my people what they know of my 
fecrets ; but I find lam not deceived in the 
opinion 1 had of their fidelity; and if I 
am not mi/la Aen, our jealous pate will for 
a long, time play the watchman in vain. 
I am atprefent a little relieved from my 
apprebenjions. Come, my dear, asfoon as 
you can, to take advantage of the good 
opportunities we have, and that I may 
give my dear Tideric the mojl undoubted 
tt ft i monies of my loving him more than / 
do myfelf I am, &c. 

• " The duke fell into a rage at the 4 
reading of this letter. It was fome 
time before he could refolve how 
he was to behave ; but at laft hav- 
ing vented furious menaces againft 
thefe two unhappy lovers, he re- 
folvfed to (hew them] the utmoft 

that 
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that the fenfe of being contemned was 
capable of producing in the mind of a 
lover inftigated by a moft violent pafli- 
on. He negleQed nothing that could 
be imagined for animating his revenge ; 
and when he felt himfelf touched with 
any remains of tendernefs, " Is it thsn 
for this infamous prince fs (fa id he to 
himfelf) that thou com'fttofolicit me ? 
and doft thou ftill find thyfelf mean e- 
nough to confent to the keeping of any 
meafures with a woman who not con- 
tented with tormenting mc, has more- 
over difhonoiired the royal family, by 
carrying on a fhamefoi intrigue with a 
prince fo very much below herfelf. O, 
too happy Tideric ! (cried he a moment 
afier) thou (halt expiate by thy death 
the trefpafs thou haft committed upon 
the memory of thy prince ; and the 
duke of Glocefter (hall revenge him, 
at the fame time that he f itbfies his own 
refentment for the outrage thou haft 
committed upon his love/' 

Ha 
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He continued for at leaft an hour 
vainly thi owing out fueh complaints as* 
theft; and fuppofing that he fhould 
find great relief in reproaching the queen 
to her face with what he had been thus 
complaining of to himfelf alone, he went 
diredly to her apartment. The queen 
was furpr'z^d to fee him at (o late an' 
hour ; but flie had occafion to be a 
great deal more furprized, when that 
prince, whh a terrible ftern look, faid, 
" I do not wonder at the difordcr inta 
which I have thrown you. When one 
cxpetfs to fee a lover that has becitf 
kindly ufed, and in ftead thereof feeir 
one that is drove even to madnefs, k is 
c.iufe fufficient for one's changing co- 
lour ; but I (hall myfclf change exceed- 
ingly, if I do not in a fhort time pro- 
duce more furprifing metanrorphofes 5 
and I hope thofe deceitful eyes I now 
fe.% will foon tl.ed tc.rs for that which 
k>.s hitherto made them look blithe." 

«• What 



140 The LIFE of 

" What do you mean, my lord 
duke?" anfwers the queen, half angry 
bis difcourfe, and half trembling. 



i 



" I mean, madam, (replies the duke) 
that to fee you, one could never be- 
lieve, that you could put fuch an inno- 
cent look upon a behaviour fo little 
within the rules of decency. But I 
know your fecret pranks ; and it is no 
longer time to diflemble with thofe who 
have wherewithal to confound you. 
There, madam ! (continues he, in (hew- 
ing her the above-mentioned letter) 
there is fomething that muft difconcert 
you. Ought you not to blufli at thofe 
Shameful terms you make ufe of for ex- 
preffng your paflion ? " 

If the queen was aftonifhed at the ' 
duke's dTcourfe, you may judge what 
befel her when ihe law her letter in his 
hands. She was forfome time without 
fpeaking ; but concluding, that it was 
no longer a time to diflemble, " By 

what- 
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whatever accident, my lord, (fays (he) 
you have come at my letter, I do not 
fee how you can pretend a right to cen- 
fure my a&ions. Cannot I write to 
my hufoand what I think proper, with- 
out the duke of Glocefter's having any 
thing to fay againft it ? " 

" Tideric your hufband ! " cries 
inftantly the duke. 

<c Yes, my lord, Tideric is my huf- 
band ; (replies the queen) and I muft 
farther tell you, that I have three chil- 
dren by that marriage." 

At thefc words the duke had almoft 
died of grief j but refumingthe difcourfe 
after having reflected a few moments 
upon what the queen had juft told him, 
C€ A queen of England, (fays he) and 
daughter of the king of France, has 
married Tideric, and has three children 
by him ! A, ah madam ! do not think 
to impofe upon me by fuch a fiction. 
It will be in vain for you to think of put- 
ting 
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ting a flop to my vengeance ; and that 
too happy Tideric, let him be what you 
will, fhall die for it. He fhall attone 
to me for the caprice of fortune, which 
defines fome to fo much happinef?, 
whilft others linger out life in unspeak- 
able torments." Upon this he burft 
out of the room with the air and gait of 
a man that was to be dreaded. The 
queen could not fee him in fuch a pat 
fion, without trembling for Tideric ; 
and that moment the felt a chilnefs 
which did not leave her till death. 

In the mean time the duke of Glo- 
cefter fent officers to arreft the prince, 
but they rfiifTed of him by a moment 3 
for he was juft gone from home, in or- 
der to pay a vifit to the queen, upon 
the news he had received of herfervant's 
having been affaflinated. He entered 
her chamber without having been feenby 
any body, and finding that princefs in 
fuch a fuuation as could not but draw 
tears from the hardefl heart, he was a 
long time without expreffing any figns 

of 
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of forrow by his words, but he made a- 
mends by thofe he (hewed in his coun- 
tenance, which were fuch as could not 
be produced but by the deeped afflic- 
tion. At kft> looking molt tenderly 
upon that lovely princefs, and fpeaking 
to her with his eyes as much as with 
his mouth, he fays, ct What is this new 
misfortune, my dear queen ? and what 
cai> I conjecture from this wretched 
condition in which I find you ? " 

" Ah ! my prince, we are undone; 
(anfwers the queen.) The duke of 
Glocefter has got hold of a letter I fent 
you this day by him 1 thought my moft 
trufty fervant; and in a word we are 
betrayed/' 

<c That trufty fervant is dead ; (re- 
pliesTideric) he has juft been aflafllnatcd 
near my houfe. I am come here on 
purpofe to pay my duty to my princefs, 
and to know from her, if ihe has* been 
acquainted with this fatal accident." 
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" Alas ! no ; (feys the queen) I al- 
moft fufpedted him of treachery $ but 
now I begin to think him innocent: 
And who were his aflaffins ? Without 
doubt it is the duke who has caufed 
commit this crime; and not^fatisfied 
with having put this unhappy man to 
death, he moreover aims at the life of 
ipy dear Tideric." 

She then related what had pafled be- 
tween her and the duke of Glocefter $ 
and not having ftrength to fay any more, 
fhe fainted away at the end of her re- 
lation. It was a fpll half hour before 
fhe came again to herfelf ; and when 
fhe did, it was with fuch a raging fever 
as alarmed all thofe that were about 
her. 

In the mean time Tideric was in no 

much better condition than (he. He 

cculd not behold all thofe melancholy 

marks of friendship which this princefe 

* gave him, without feeling his foul pier- 

t< ced 
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Qcd with forrov* ; but he foon h&d rea- 
fon to be overwhelmed ; for fotne un- : 
lucky perfon having informed the queen^ 
that the duke of Glocefter's officers >hk (t 
been at Tideric's houfe to take him into? 
cuftody, and that they' were £very:; 
where in fearch of him; (hoconrcludedr 
him a loft man-, and that nothing could! 
fave him from the duke's Tuty* She &- 
bliged him to fuffer himfelf to be fliut 
up in a clofet behind her bed j but this- 
precaution did not free her frpcfrhejr 
fears ; fo that her fever carhe tQ h& at-, 
tended with a delkintoi which* throw 
her into fits of raving, and in two day* 
brought her to the lait extremity*: 

It is difficult' to deforibeWhatJPide- 
ric felt when he faw the queen in this* 
condition. One does not. even knpvyf 
which of the two was moil to be ipitiqdy 
He beheld her with looks the nioft ten~ 
der j and it was only by a- torrent' of t^a** 
which fell from his- eyes that hc.Qoiil<| 
cxprefs his fprrow. The queen ^ving 
a Little recovered her fen&s,, wae-.tpuehi 

H edt 



\ 



1+6 The LIFE of 

ed at his (offerings ; and making the ut- 
moft effort to fpeak her laft words to 
to him, " My prince, (fays (he) if you 
will oblige me, do not afflict yourfclffo 
much : confider that you have children, 
and that for their fakes you ought to 
prefervc yourfelf: Think no more of 
the mother : Referve for thofe tender 
pledges which I leave you of my love, 
thofe tokens which you now give me of 
your's. At the fame time (he embraced 
Tideric, and mixing together the 
thoughts of his fuflferings and his love, 
fhe drew her laft breath in his arms, 
without its being eafy to determine whe- 
ther fhe died of joy or of grief. 

Tub unhappy Tideric, in a flood of 
teats, remained ftretched out by her 
body, which by embracing he endea- 
voured to keep warm ; but perceiving 
it at laft to be quite cold, and without 
any feeling, he then became fenfible of 
his misfortune. He was for a long 
time in a moil frightful fit, and he no 
Iboner recovered* than he quite abandon- 
ed 
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ed himfclf to defpair. «• Ah, Panini ! 
(cries he to himfclf) how clearly didft 
thou fee into futurity ! How exadlly 
didft thou foretel even to the leaft circum- 
fiance of my misfortune ! My queen, 
^tis true, cannot have a moment's un~ 
eafinefs at my death, fince the illuflrioua 
princefs is now no more." He faid no 
more 5 but rufhing out of the chamber, 
he went dirc&ly to the duke of Glo- 
ce^cr's : he accofled that prince with 
the fiercenefs of a man who has no fear 
of death ; and furveying him with a con* 
temptuous fmile, " Finifh, thou barba- 
rian, (fays hej what thou haft fo wic- 
kedly begun * and fince my lovely queen 
has juft loft her life by thy barbarities,, 
why doft thou delay to make me feel 
the ftrokes of thy injuftice, by which, 
thou may'ft reunite in heaven thofe that 
were fo thoroughly united here upo& 
earth." 

u The queen dead! (replies the. 
duke in a furprife), is it poffible ? Good 
God 1 can I hear this fatal news, with-j 

Hi out 
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out dying of grief ? * At the fame time 
his breaft heaved with repeated fighs; 
and turning towards Tidcric with an air 
of fury, <c Ye? > yes, traitor, I (hall foon 
grant thee thy Tequcft: Bi thy blood I 
fhall wafli opt the forrbws thoii- haft 
made me feel:" , Then irift'antly he-cal- 
led his officers,, and aftfcr ordering them 
to feize and carry Tideric to prifon^ he 
£hut himfelf up in his chamber, where 
he uttered a thoufand exclamations a- 
gainft his deftiny. 

But in a little while, his love became 
all fury. In fhort, a few days after he 
Caufed ere<3: a fcafibld, on which he or- 
dered the unfortunate Tideric to be put 
to death. . The posr prince was con- 
ducted thither as if he had been a cri- 
minal; but inftead of complaining of 
the duke's cruelty, he begged of thofc 
that were 1 e r him to thank him in his 
name) for the fovoyr he had done him> 
fince it was bytHatf means ialone he 
could hope foon again to fee his lovely 
queen. He then laid his head upon 

s the 
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the block, which the executioner feve- 
red from his body at one b!ow. This 
memorable reverfe of fortune miift fur- 
nilh to the whole world a proof how 
fmall a diftance there is from the fummit 
of compleat happinefs to the gulph of 
moft terrible misfortunes. 
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